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CHAP. X. 


OB Traffick had 1 enter · 
tained a liking for Mrs. Jenny, 
whoſe regard for his circumſtances 
at leaſt was mutual ; but attired as 
ſhe was for the rout, ſhe appeared 
ſo irrefiſtibly charming that he 
quite became enamoured of her. 
Slipping therefore into the room 
where ſhe was ready on occaſion 
7 - to 


2 Tur ADVENTURES 
to perform the office of geatle- 
woman-uſher to the ladies, he 
attempted to take certain innocent 
familiarities, which inſtead of al- 
laying : only ſerve , to. encreaſe the 
flame. Mrs. Jenny, who at firſt 
only meant to. enhance the price 
of her favours, with the pertneſs 
of her profeſſion, repulſed him 
with a You ſhan't, indeed you 


amt, Mr: Robert; T did not ex- 


pect this from your gravity. What 
would Mr. Sanctity the godly 
paſtor ſay, if he knew?” Bob 
Traffick, who had* heard at the 
Robin Hood that gold was omni- 
potent in all love · matters, imagin- 
ing there was no ſkill requiſite to 


apply it, reſolved to experience 


its efficacey. Don't. be fooliſh, 
Jenny (ſays he) here's half a crown 
for a N can ſee us. — 

„„ Mrs. 


G\ 
— 


or 4 FOOT MAN. 3 
Mrs. Jenny, who did not uſe to 
beſtow her favours at ſo low a 
rate, burſt from him, and in a pre- 
tended pation, declared ſhe would 
ſlap; his face unleſs he deſiſted. 
„Do you think (ſays ſhe) I will 
be tumbled and towſled fo ?—1 
ſcorn your baſe offers.” She was 
too much of a woman not to have 
tears at command, Bob Traffick 
frightened out of his wits for fear 
of having offended her virtue, at- 
tempted; to conſole her. Sweet 
Jenny, ſays he, don't be angry—T 
with my father or grandmother 
were but dead' '—Mrs, Jenny find- 
ing the gudgeon hooked beyond 
her higheſt expectations, thought 
proper to come to an explanation. 
4 don't know what you mean 
Mr. Robert, (ſays ſhe, with an af- 
W bluſh) ſurely you can't think 
A 3 of 
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of marrying ſuch a poor girl as 
me!” Bob Traffick, with the wiſh 
of a monſter and a miſer, replies, 
% May my grandmother leave all 
that ſhe is worth to my elder bro- 
ther, if I will not!“ This perfect- 
ly fatisfying Mrs. Jenny, he was 
now permitted to take as many 
kiſſes as he liked; tumbling and 
towſling being no longer conſidered 
as improper liberties. Bob Traffick 
then propoſed the Tabernacle as 
a place of aſſignation; but Mrs. 
Jenny preferred Moor Fields walk; 
*for, ſays ſhe, I ſhall never forget 
what a condition my poor mother 
was in, after hearing a field preach- 
er in Cornwall; devils, hobgoblins, 
and my poor father, who died a 
little before, glared thro the cre- 
vices of the room the whole night.” 
Bob Traffick, who wanted to 
make 
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make a merit of caring for no- 
thing but his miſtreſs, informed 
her that he too cared little for the 
methodiſts; for that he went more 
with a view to oblige an old doting 
grandmother, who, with the uſual 
folly of old women, was charmed 
to think that her grandſon would 
have nothing but a ſpiritual ſpouſe, 
than thro' any great ien of 
his own. 


Every pleaſure, even Fon of a 


rout, is but ſhort lived. The 


company, tho' exceedingly wretch- 
ed, had long ſtrove in vain to per- 
fuade themſelves of the exquiſite- 


neſs of the entertainment. With 


joy therefore many of them heard 
the watchman baw] paſt five 


o'clock, and a cloudy morning. 


The Miſs Kirks, who, for the | 
preſervation of their morals as 
A 4 well 
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well as proſperity of the Kirk, had 
a confounded long prayer to ſay 
before they went to bed, led the 
van, and in half an hour there was 
nobody to be ſeen in the room 
but the ſervants collecting the 
ſpoils under the candleſticks. My 
old maſter loſt no time in ac- 
quainting his ſon Bob, that with- 
out the trouble of courtſhip he 
had procured him a rich wife. 
« O Bob, ſays he, that proved a 
molt glorious battle which we 
fought the other night in the Eaſt 
Indies. I got-for my own ſhare of 
the plunder of the ſimple ones 
£: 5,000, Here's ten guineas for 
your ingenuity. But what think 
you Bob of a handſome rich wife ? 
For you muſt know that Mr. 
Pledge, worth /. go, ooo, the fa- 
ther of an only child, has hinted 

| to 


or a FOOTMAN. 7 
to me, how glad he ſhould be to 
ſee you his ſon- in- law? Bob, 
tho' he had reſolved to expoſe 
himſelf to all the vengeance of an 
unrelenting father, by eſpouſing 
Mrs. Jenny, was not maſter of 
courage enough to avow his de- 
ſign ; but- with his uſual equivo- 
cation firſt ſeem'd to decline, then 
acquieſced in the propoſal. Why, 
fir, (replies he) unleſs it were to 
oblige you, I muſt own I have no 
great thoughts that way—Women 
are plaguy expenſive things! — 
But the beauty of the lady perhaps 
will make an alteration in my ſen- 
timents.” My old maſter, who had 
conſidered the firſt part 'of Bob's 
ſpeech as the effect of a youthful 
baſhfulnefs, charmed to ſee him ſo 
conclude, cries out in raptures — 
2 YOu s ſpoke both like a dutiful 

Ag jon 
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ſon and a young fellow of ſpirit ! 
A few ſuch ſpeeches, Bob, to the 
girl, ſet off with the raptures of 
love, will make her as much in 
love with you as if you were ſome 
coxcomb of a footman beleaguer- 
ing her affections with his ful- 
ſome compliments and powdered 
locks!” Surely, papa, (ſays miſs T. 
with the, pertneſs of a girl of ſix- 
teen) you would not have my bro- 
ther throw away , himſelf upon 
ſuch a gawky as miſs Pledge ! for 
whilſt we were at ſchool together, 
ſhe did nothing but repeat melan- 
choly ſpeeches out of novels, and 
then cry as if ſhe were going to be 
murdered ! This made rare di- 


verſion for the reſt of us, ſome of 


whom uſed to compoſe mock tra- 
gedies to ſee. how far we could im- 
poſe upon her 3 — Hold 


your 
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your tongue (ſays her father in 
great wrath) you ſaucy baggage! 
who aſked you for your imperti- 
nent intelligence? I am always 
glad, Bob, to hear that women 
have affections for ſomething be- 
ſides dreſs and cards! A mother 
muſt be no woman if ſhe don't 
ſupport her daughter in her im- 
pertinence. My miſtreſs there- 
fore, whoſe ſentiments ſo cor- 
reſponded with her daughter's, 


| reſolved to uphold her, coſt what 


it would. What the girl ſays 
is very true (lays ſhe with great 
ſpirit). Do you think, Mr. Traf- 
fick, that Ill have my table diſ- 
graced with. her father's vulgar 
phraſeology of winegar and «veal, 
with the hiſtory of his woyages 
and adwentures to Greenwich, 
Long Reach, &c.” My maſter, 

A 6 who 
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who was impatient of contradic- 
tion, almoſt diſtracted to ſee his 
beloved ſcheme like to be fruſtrat- 
ed by the folly of his wife and 
daughter, immediately put an end 
to all further oppoſition. This is 
too much (fays he with a groan of 
indignation that well expreſſed his 
rage) for even patience itſclf to 
bear; the very next time you take 
the leaſt liberty of this fort, I'll 
carry you and your impertinent 
daughter down to the White-houſe 
farm, there by a life of economy 
to do the juſteſt pennance for all 
your extravagance; you in the 
character of a reſtleſs, fretful, peev- 
iſh farmer's wife, never at caſe be- 
cauſe your cows. don't calve firſt, 
then give the moſt milk ; and your 
butter and eggs {ell the deareſt at 
market. Miss Pert in that of a 

| ruddy 
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ruddy milk-maid, ſighing to be 
ruined by ſome uncouth plough- 
man remarkable for nothing but a 
pair of long lantern jaws, with 
two ſledge hammers of fiſts, with 
which he breaks the peace of the 
whole neighbourhood,” 

To prevent theſe threats being 
put into execution (for there was 
nothing ſhe had in ſo much ab- 
horrence as this White-houſe farm) 
and to ſhew that ſhe gave up the 
point, my miſtreſs replied, © Well, 
Mr. Traffick, fince you will have 
your way, you muſt.” My maſter, 
then recommended to Bob to viſit 
the lady, whilſt he carried the laſt 
thouſand to the young prodigal, 
who was in haſte, he faid, to anti- 
cipate the pleaſures of his father's 
. 1 
This White - houſe farm my maſ- 

ter 
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ter had fitted up as an aſylum for 
old age, when ſated with proſperi- 
ty he reſolved to taſte the unallay- 
ed pleaſures of retirement and eaſe. 
But with the common miſtake of 
citizens he imagined that we have 
only to admire and be happy with 
every ſituation that ſtrikes the fan- 
cy; without once conſidering that 
the mind of a citizen conſtantly a- 
gitated with hopes and fears is as 
little capable of reliſhing the ſere- 
nity of a country life, as that of the 
calm philoſopher to, with all 
the alacrity of a buſtling tradeſman, 
enjoy the hurry of buſineſs. Hence 
we often ſee ſo many, contrary to 
their expectations, compleatly mi- 
ſerable for want of ſomething to 
do. For in the country, not like 
London, where the actions of em- 
perors and kings, prime miniſters 
and 
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and chief juſtices, John Wilkes 
and Parſon Horne, afford ſufficient 
amuſement, people receive but lit- 
tle ſatisfaction from conſidering 
the actions of their neighbours. 
It never once comes into their 
thoughts that they are like to be 
undone, unleſs the poor grow old 
too faft, and the young taſte too 
much of love out of matrimony. 
The parſon is conſidered as the 
only perſon that deprives them of 
their liberties, — of paying juſt 
what they pleaſe for tithes! So 
that, when a' cit retires, unleſs he 
raiſes his box near London in ſome 
great frequented road, where by 
the help of his brandy bottle, he 
may converſe with ſtage coach- 
men, fiſh people, &c. he has no 
chance of paſſing the otherwiſe 
tedious hours, unleſs in kindneſs 

* to 
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to his heir, he contracts a fatal 
friengſhjp.for. his glaſs. 

Whilſt Bob Traffick was acting 
the part of a profound hy potrite, 
an occalion offered to Mrs. Jenny 
of making a great parade of her 


old maſter, who was governor of 
an hoſpital, on his return from 
the anniverſary dinner, where the 
company ſtrove to eat and drink 
their charity up, ſo experienced 
the renewiug power of invigorat- 
ing Port, that in his feelings 
perceiving himſelf twenty years 
younger, he attempted to take 
ſome liberties with Mrs. Jenny; 
and by a nem kind of compenſa- 
tion promiſed to get her brother 
into the Hue - coat hoſpital. What 
effect the beibe would have had 
upon her at another time, I know 

not ; 


almoſt unexampled chaſtity, My 
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ot: but with her preſent views 
upon his ſon, it was impoſſible for 
any but Bob and me to raviſh a 
kiſs! He met with fo ſevere a 
repulſe, as not even to have his 
guinea accepted, which in his fear 
of his wife being made acquainted 
with his infidelity, he had offered 
the coy Mrs. Jenny. There is 
nothing that delights women ex 
qually with an opportunity of 
ſhewing how ſuperior their cha- 
ſity is to all temptation ; for but 
about half an hour before my maſ- 
ter made this attack upon her vir- 
tue, ſhe had been moſt profuſely 
laviſh of her charms to me. In- 
deed, nothing is more co 
than for ſervant girls, if offered ci 
villy to be kiſſed by a gentleman, 
to pretend to be frightened out 
of their wits, poſting home to 
their 
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their mothers to complain of the 
irreparable injury offered their ho- 
nour, as if deſpoiled of their whole 
ſtock of vartue, whilſt in the ta. 
ble they complain of nothing but 
broken aſſignations, and of affec- 
tions transferred to ſome more hap- 
py fair. 
- Mrs. Jenny therefore, who wiſh- 
ed for nothing ſo much as an op- 
portunity of perſuading Bob of her 
extreme affection for him, with 
tears in her eyes, which my indif- 
_ ference had occaſioned, made him 
acquainted with the whole. Bob 
was charmed to find his opinion 
of her fidelity confirmed by fo un- 
heard of an inſtance of virtue — in 
rejecting the aſſaults of an old diſ- 
agreeable fellow, who was ſhortly 
to be her father-in-law ! But he 
adviſed her to ſecrecy ; for, ſays 
he, 
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he, if my father is not eaſily re- 
conciled to the match, I'll ſting 
him with my broad hints. 
| Theſe tears, I believe, conduced 
a good deal to bring matters to a 
concluſion; for onattempting to re- 
newmy familiarities with Mrs. Jen- 
ny, ſne puſhed me from her. Sur- 
priſed at her behaviour ſo very un- 
uſual, 1 reſolved to mortify her 
pride. Heyday, Jenny, (ſays 
I with much indifference) has your 
young maſter been making pro- 
poſals to advance you to the dig- 
nity of his miſtreſs in ordinary 1 
for I reſolved to pretend ignorance 
of the connection between Bob and 
her. “ No, you ſaucebox, (re- 
plies ſhe with uncomton vivaci- 
ty,) for 1 would have you to 
know, that tho you deſpiſe matri- 
mony ſo much, there are people 

in 
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in the world 1 pretended to 
treat this only as a device of her's to 
ſee whether I loved her well enough 
to be jealous of a hinted rival: 
and to let her ſee how little I re- 
ally cared for her, continued my 
raillery.  ** O ho, (fays I) what 
the coachman has been making 
you a promiſe of marriage in ex- 
change for what your guardians 
the . pariſh officers are ſomewhat 
intereſted in !” This was too 
1 to the vanity of, a wait- 
ing-maid Juſt. upon. the point of 
oming a gentlewoman.. - For 
this. infamous reflection (ays ſhe 
in great rage) Iam: reſalved never 
to ent to. Joh again; “ Ne- 
ver make any of thoſe; r raſh reſalu - 
tions, Jenny, which it is the na- 
ture of your ſex to break al moſt ag 
oon as mage {contigued 1 Nie 


the 
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the ſame indi ference) Here 


are the precious memorials of your 
perjury, which I am ſure coſt me 
the trouble of applying to the dairy 
mid at the White-houſe farm to 
decipher, fo truly womaniſh was 
the ſpelling.” — Mrs. Jenny find- 
ing threats of no avail, had recourſe 
to tears. « You are a barbarous 
wretch, (ſays ſhe crying) to in- 
ſult me fo ;, for twas but the other 
day that you entertained the kitch- 
en with a ridiculous deſcription 
of the ragged troop in cavalcade, 
as you called my father and family, 
ſelling brooms. O you are 
come to a little, Jenny, fays I 
But pray of what ſervice can the 
reputation of a noble pedigree be 
to a waiting- roman? However, 
if roundly affirming that you have 
an old rich aunt deſcended from 

the 
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the Plantagenets, will be of any 
ſervice to you, command this my 
talent of amplification: for I ſtill 
ſhrewdly ſuſpect that ſomebody has 
been flattering you with the hopes 
of wedlock |” Mrs. Jenny, who 
could keep a ſecret as well as any 
one living, when her intereſt re- 


quired 1 it, made a great merit of diſ- 


covering what ſhe had occaſion to 
reveal. O (lays ſhe with the 
affectation of fondneſs,) you have 
the moſt bewitching tongue — it 
is impoſſible for me to conceal any 
thing from you. Know then that 
Mr. Robert has promiſed to mar- 
ry me, and only waits for ſome 
friend that will undertake to be his 
bondſman. Now I have nobody 
that I can truſt but you. But re- 
member that ſucceſs depends upon 


ſecrecy. 


It 
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It is natural for ſervants to [x 
one another ſucceſs. After making 
an offer of my poor ſervices, I 
concluded with, If that's the 
caſe, Jenny, proceed and proſper. 
But as to blabbing, you need be 
under no apprehenſions about 
that ; for ſhould my old maſter 
come to the knowledge that I 
was privy to the deſign, he would 
get me committed to Bridewell; 
if it were only to avoid paying 
me my wages.” 

Mrs. Jenny was ſo taken up 
with the thoughts of being ſoon 
upon an equality with her miſ- 
treſs, that ſhe forgot that her 
ſervices began to be wanted in 
the dreſſing- room; till a violent 
peal of the bell reſtored her to 
her preſent nothingneſs ; this for- 
ced ber ſo precipitately to obey 

3 its 
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its ſummons, that I had ſcarcely 
time to take a few kiſſes as a 
reward for my alacrity in her 


ſervice. | 
My old mafter was impatient to 


know the iſſue of Bob's viſit to 


the lady : not that he entertained 
any doubts' concerning the ſucceſs; 
but he thought the bulineſs would 
be brought to a ſperdier concluſſon 
if her ſentiments chanced to cor- 
reſpond with her father's. And 
on his return, with His uſual lea- 
ſantry addreſſed him, „ Well, 
Bob, (ſays He) You” have ſcen 
Miſs Pledge, I hope; and in ſpite 
of what that little minx your 


ſiſter ſaid to the contrary, found 


Her an angel. I dare ſay you have 
already compoſed a ſonnet upon 
her charms, in which you ſtripped 
her of evety thing human: there 


are 
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are nothing but angels and god- 
deſſes in love's ideas! © Yes, 
Sir, (replies Bob, who had really 
ſeen her, and to his great joy had 
received but little encouragement) 
| have ſeen her; but whatever 
charms ſhe may poſſeſs, ſhe is 
not yet miſtreſs of pood manners.” 
« What, (lays my old maſter, 
ſomewhat chagrined at his ſon's 
indifferent reception) did ſhe re- 
ceive you coldly, Bob? But never 
mind it; perhaps 'twas her awk- 
ward manner of expreſſing her 
3 baſhfulneſs. — But how did Mr. 
"3 Pledge behave to you? he did 
not treat you coldly too, I dare 
ſay.” Bob, who thought he could 
better carry on his own defign 
by for once telling the truth, 
replies, Not in the leaſt, Sir 
on the contrary, he ſhook me by 
Vol. 1. B the 
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the hand very heartily, afking ma- 
ny queſtions concerning your 
Hampſhire eſtate.” This revived 
the ſpirits of my old maſter a 
little; for with great ſatisfaction 
[ he replied, —** Aye, Bob, I knew 
* he would receive you well: for he 
fell in love with you in looking 
over that fame Hampſhire eſtate, 
near which he bought a little 
old. cottage ready to tumble down, 
with a few perches of garden 
ground, merely for. the reputa- 
tion of being eſteemed a landed 
man. But notwithſtanding the 
girl's ſhyneſs, you left her, I dare 
ſay, as if you ſhould be raving 
till you ſaw the dear object of 
your affections again,” Why, Sir, 
| Th Bob, a good deal confuſed) 
| I could not ſo diſguiſe my ſen- 
[ timents, bus 0k my leave ſome- 
| . , what 
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what coldly.” My old maſter 
was ſo prejudiced in favour of his 
ſon, as to imagine his hypocriſy 
confined to the Change, and only 
lamented that he. had educated 
him in the North: * for, ſays he, 
a young citizen educated at a 
town academy, would have talked 
nonſenſe to her by the hour in 
her way : fops and fools alone 
ſucceed with filly eighteen ! But 
however, don't be diſheartened,- 
Bob; ll call upon Mr. Pledge 
myſelf : when two fathers meet 
they generally talk more to the 
purpoſe than young people.” 
Bob now began to be full of 
fears, leſt what his father faid 
ſhould prove too true; from his 
own irreſolution he began to fear 
tor the lady's. To prevent there- 
tore Mrs. Jenny from being torn 
B 2 from 
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from him, he applied for the mit- 
timus that was to ſecure to him 
perpetual unallayed happineſs. 
And one morning, under pretence 
of attending prayers, he, with 
his fair bride, received the parſon's 
benediction. Mrs. Jenny was fo 
affected with the ceremony as to 
ſhed a flood of tears; perhaps 
her conſcience was alarmed at 
being forced fo palpably to give 
the lye to her fixed reſolutions of, 
inſtead of obeying, never ſuffering 
the leaſt contradiction. It fell to 
my lot to perform the office of 
father; to Mrs. Jenny's ſiſter, who 
had married a chairman, that of 
bridemaid. But as it was impoſ- 
ſible - for Bob to ſpend the day 
with his beloved, he juſt ſtepped 
into a tavern to take a bride- 
in cordial for a few hours 
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abſence from his ſpouſe. Here 
Mrs. Jenny, by the help of ſome. 
mulled wine, conld not help be- 
traying her angelic diſpoſition. 
With the pride of a beggar, who 
fancied herſelf juſt arrived at opu- 
tence, ſhe inſiſted upon having 
lodgings in the fame ſtreet where 
her new father-in-law lived; to 


convince him and all the world, 


ſhe ſaid, that ſhe had done nothing 
that ſhe was aſhamed of. Poor 
Bob, almoſt frightened out of 
his wits to ſee her reſolve upon 
what muſt moſt aſſuredly ruin 
him, beſought her to be pacified, 
till he could procure a reconcili- 
ation, by getting Mr. Sanctity to 
perſuade his grandmother (who 
by her wealth had great authority 
with his father) that twas for 
the good of his ſoul that he 

bY married 
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married her! By ſuch like ar- 
guments he prevailed on her to 
trudge off to her ſiſter's, where 
the happy pair were to conſum- 
mate. Well, well, ſays ſhe, 
I am fatisfied ; but be fure, Bobby, 
you come to tea.'—* Yes, my 
precious, (replied he, ſnatching 
her in his arms) for III contrive 
to ſlip out after dinner, as if 
going to the Tabernacle.” We 
then ſeparated ; Mrs. Jenny and 
her ſiſter ſet off for thoſe re- 
gions that reſembled. Elyſium 
no otherwiſe than as they ap- 
proached heaven; while Bob and 
I returned to our ordinary c- 
wh 

But though we had tranſacted 
this affair with the greateſt ap- 
parent ſecreſy, yet it was impoſ- 
ſible to elude the vigilance. of 


one 
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one Mrs. Goſtip, my miſtreſs's 
 news-purveyor, who, keeping a 
chandler's ſhop near the church, 
chanced to eſpy her old acquain- 
tance, Mrs, Jenny, tripping into 
church ; curious therefore to know 
whom Mrs. Jenny, with ſo much 
privacy, was going to make hap- 
Py, ſhe did not reſt till ſhe had 
picked out ail the particulars from 
the Clerk, who, to bind him to 
ſecreſy, had received half a guinea 
extraordinary. It was not often 
that the was bleſſed with ſuch an 
important piece of news, worth 
a thouſand idle tales about the 
ſervants, whom -ſhe firſt encou- 
raged to Joiter away their time 
at her houſe, then informed their 
miſtreſſes howy excellently they 
were ſerved, Away the poſted to 
TO Traffick's. As guilt is very ſuſ- 

B 4 picious, 
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picious, I thought myſelf too in- 
tereſted not to endeavour to learn 
the occaſion of her errand. Ap- 
plying therefore my ear to the 
key- hole, I enjoyed the conſola- 
tion of ſervants, of knowing who 
were their friends. 

Mrs. Goſſip was a little ſquat 
ſhort woman, with a countenance 
at once expreſſive cf ſcolding and 
termagancy; but by the moſt 
artful flattery, with the moſt pro- 
found ſenſe of her own unwore 
thineſs, ſhe had ingratiated her- 
ſelf into ſeveral of the beſt fa- 
milies of the pariſh. The intel- 
ligence of a goſſip being always 

Acceptable, ſhe had free acceſs to 
my miſtreſs whenever ſhe plea- 
fed. My maſter, who had often 
promiſed to do ſomething for her, 
having it now in his power, ad- 

dreſſed. 
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dreſſed her thus: How do you 
do, Mrs. Goflip ? I have it at laſt 
in my power to ſerve you: for the 
matron of our lying-in hoſpital 
being in a fair way of becoming a 
patient, by a young accoucheur, 
we ſhall declare her place 'vacant 
the next meeting, when I'll do 
your buſineſs for you.” —In re- 
turn for this unexampled good- 
neſs, ſhe curtfied my maſter al- 
moſt into the opinion of his be- 
ing the moſt generous man liv-. 
ing. Then endeavoured to repay 
him with a coin that was none of 
her own, but with which the 
common people make very free 
with upon theſe occaſions. Hea- 
ven will reward your honour (ſays 
ſhe with her church countenance) 
for your goodneſs to the widow 
and the fatherleſs! Then enume- 
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rated all the care and pains ſhe had 
been at to bring up her family var- 
taouſly ; every now and then drop- 
ping a tear when (he was obliged 
to mention poor Robin her huſ- 
band, whom ſhe had made ſo fen- 
ſible of her extreme regard, that 
what between her jealous fits and 
threſhing him, the poor fellow 
never enjoyed a moment's peace. 
My miſtreſs, to. break off this rue- 
ful ſtory, enquired, © What's the 
beſt. news, Mrs. Goſſip ?“ Mrs. 
Goſſip, who was bleſſed with great 
verſatility, immediately forgot poor 
Robin, and with all the affecta- 
tion of a perſon who, tho' ſhe af- 
fects never to believe common re- 
port, yet by artfully increaſing it, 
diſturbs the peace of the whole 
neighbourhood, replied, ** O dear 
madam—but I rejoice to ſee you in 

ſuch 
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ſuch good ſpirits. Mr. Robert, that 
good young gentleman—Yet per- 
haps 'tis all pure fcandal ; for as I 
came by, I ſaw him in the compt · 
ing houſe — Bob, what?“ ex- 
claimed my maſter with great 
warmth. 

Mrs. Goſſip now began to re- 
pent coming upon ſuch an errand. 
But there was no retreating. © An't 
pleaſe your honour, replies ſhe, a 
neighbour of mine, a very honeſt 
ſober pains- taking man, one that 
bring up his family as prettily as 
any in the pariſh, let him be who 
he will, whiſpered to me that 
Mr. Robert was married this morn- 
ing to Mrs. Jenny, madam's maid,” 
My maſter fetching a deep -ſigh, 
that proclaimed his rage, cjaculates, 
„An undone fool ! but I'll hear 


his ruin from his own mouth.” 
b 1 He 
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He then rung the bell, and order- 
ed me to inſtantly ſummon my 
young maſter to appear before 
him : I obeyed with the reluctancy 
of a criminal that is forced, tho” 
ſorely againſt his mclinations, to 
ſubmit to Mr. Ketch's mode of 
winding up the drama. Bob, who 
had well divined what brought 
Mrs. Goſſip to the houſe, put- 
ting on a moſt deprecating coun» 
tenance, approached to know his 
fate. Bob, (ſays his father, with 
eyes ſparkling with rage) have you. 
committed. as much. folly in one 
day as the reſt of your life won't 
be able to repair—are you mar- 
ried ?” * Who, I—, fir” replies 
he with great heſitation. My maſ- 
ter, enraged at his equivocation, 
runs up to him with his fiſt clinch- 
ed, and in a threatening poſture 
cries, 
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tries, None of your hypocritical 
faces, you dog; they won't do 
with me. Come confeſs the truth, 
that you- may the ſooner hang 
yourſelf.” My miſtreſs, who, tho” 
a fine lady, had a mother's ten- 
derneſs for her children, could not 
help interpoſing in her ſon's be- 
half. Pray, my dear (ſays ſhe 
to my maſter) refrain from ſuch 
brutiſh reflections upon the coun- 
tenance of a poor indiſcreet child. 
But come, ſon, lay aſide your fears 
and confeſs the truth.” This be- 
ing the opportunity which Bob 
wanted, he fell upon his knees, 
and with a face that at once ex- 
cited compaſſion and ridicule, 
whined out, Why, fir, I beg your 
pardon ten thouſand times, but I 
could not live wwthout HER.” My 
maſter who conſidered this as the 
moſt 
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moſt fooliſh of reafons, with 2 
ſmile of contempt, interrupted 
him: A great deal better, lays he, 
than you will with HER, you 
blockhead. But I'll be a merciſul 
judge to you, and only ſimply read 
your ſentence. A child once a year, 
not of your own getting, which 
will be followed with the chriſten- 
ing expences, when all your wife's 
beggarly acquaintance will aſſem- 
ble to cat up your ſubſtance at a 
meal. At length brats and poverty 
will ſo mature the feeds of ſcold- 
ing and termagancy, that the firſt 
effects of her transformation from 
an angel to a mere woman, will 
be felt apon your own pate, which 
ſhe'll break, if it be only to plant 
thoſe laurels which fome ſtout 
chairman of a Ciciſbei will furniſh 
_ with. But where is this fine 


wife 
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wife of your's?” Bob thought this 
a fige opportunity to ſting his fa- 
ther. She is gone, fir, replied he, 


to meet her brother (juſt come to 


town) whom you promiſed to get 
into the blue-coat ſchool.” My old 


maſter, who had too much ſagacity 


not to underſtand what that meant, 
ſuddenly affected great lenity, con- 
cluding with a, Well, well, I 
forgive you, Bob ; you have only 


to ufe double diligence in buſi- 


neſs.— 

The reader perhaps wonders to 
find Mr. Traffick ſo placable; 
doubtleſs he expected to ſee him 
commit his dutiful ſon and the 
fair Mrs. Jenny to the protection 
of the wide world. But beſides 
that he dreaded the diſcovery of 
his amorous fit, which would have 
enabled his wife to, upon all occa- 
ſions, have inſulted him with her ſu- 
perior 
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perior virtue, he very wiſely con- 
i fidered how much he ſaved by his 
1 ſon's diſobedience; pardon, in ſuch 
14 eircumſtances, being equivalent to 
| a good fortune when children in 
their love connections conſult their 
parents inclinations. 
= - , Whilſt I was pleaſing myſelf 
1 with the thought of having ſo ſuc- 
, ceſsfully ſerved Mrs. Jenny without 
10 detriment to myſelf, an unlucky 
4 diſpute with one of our clerks, a 
[i Yorkſhireman, gave occaſion to 
my haſty diſcharge. The block- 
head, who. was intolerably arro- 
gant upon the merit of writing a 
fine hand, which in his opinion 
comprized all- learning, affected 
to treat claſſical learning with 
great contempt. To mortify his 
pride, I told him that real ſcho- 
lars ever deſpiſed fine penman- 


ſhip, 
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ſhip, as a vulgar mechanical ac- 
compliſhment. The Vorkſhire- 
man, like other great people, could 
not bear to receive ſuch mortify- 
ing information from one he 
deemed ſo much his inferior; 
however with the prudence and 
phlegm of his country, he de- 
ferred revenging the ſuppoſed in- 
ſult till he could do it to ſome 
purpoſe, And unluckily for me 
he ſoon diſcovered what ſhare I 
had in procuring Mrs.. Jenny a 
huſband. A malevolent heart ſoon 
ſuggeſted to him the proper uſe 
of the intelligence; he immedi- 
ately communicated it to my maſ- 
ter, who ordering me into his pri- 
vate compting-houſe, firſt loaded 
me with the moſt viruleat abuſe, 
then ordered me to inſtantly quit 
his. 
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his houſe, happy, he ſaid, that by 
his lenity I eſcaped the puniſh» 
ment ſo juſtly due to my villany. 
1 was too much concerned for 
my perſonal liberty to pretend to 
diſpute the equity of his deciſion; 
(the great have always law and 
equity too in the opinion of their 
equals, on their fide) but with the ut- 
moſt ſpeed obeyed his orders. And 
as I paſſed through the compting- 
houſe, while the reſt of the clerks, 
with the. humanity of men, ex- 
preſſed forme concern at my haſ- 
tx diſcharge, the Yorkfhireman 
with the liberalmindedneſs of his 
country, by way of inſult, in chp- 
ped Engliſh enquired which was 
beſt, my Latin or his Pen. Latin 
to de ſure you dunce, replied I; 
dor by the help of that 1 ſhall I 
F741 be | 


or a FOOTMAN, 40 
he ever able to expoſe ſuch block- 
heads as thyſelf. 


CHAP. XI. 


Was once more upon my own 
hands, with a ſervant's greateſt 
diſadvantage, the want of a cha- 
racter. Deſpairing therefore of get- 
ting into any reputable family, I 
by the advice of my brethren re- 
2 to confine my applications 
to fingle gentlemen, with whom 
the reputation of ſkill in intrigue 
is deemed "the beft teſti of . 
a fervant's qualifications to ferve 
them. For without the vile af- 
ſiſtance of vatets, young gentle- 
men, inſtead of waſting their time 
in ſeducing young women, would 
be 
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be obliged to betake themſelves ta 
ſome more honourable purſuits, 


But not meeting preſently with 
any thing that ſuited me, 1 
' amuſed myſelf with ſtrolling about 
town. On Sundays, as I ſtill pre- 
ferved ſome reverence for religion 
as twas explained by my old mab 
ter the diſſenter, I vifited the con- 
venticles of different denomina- 
tions, from the ſcrupulous ſeventh- 
days ſaints to the bold licentious 
Antinomians. Among the latter a 
certain preacher had acquired great 
reputation for the ſingular impu- 
dence. of without the leaſt diſguiſe 
broaching doctrines tho' agreeable 
to the inclinations of fleſh and 
blood, yet by their miſchievous 
tendency to ſociety, ever deemed in- 
famous. Curious therefore to learn 
1 what arguments he reaſoned 
| people 
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people out of their natural appre- 
henſions, T repaired to * * * * * #, 
where there was a vaſt crowd 
aſſembled to hear this divine man : 
for with the common people, in 
matters of religion every thing 
is eſteemed divine in proportion as 
it departs from common ſenſe. 
But to my great ſurpriſe, in this 
divine paſtor T recognized my old 
friend the little arch hypocrite, 
who at the difſenting-ſchool in- 
trigued with one of the deacon's 
daughters. His perſon had under- 
gone but little alteration, except 
that time had more ſtrongly — 
ed him for a rogue. 
The ſermon ended, which was 
methodiſm moſt impudently un- 
veiled, I endeavoured to get ſome 
information concerning the paſ- 
tor; but the audience were fo 
taken 
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taken up. with the divine part of 
his character, that I could learn 
nothing but that he was an angel 
ſome doubts about ; and that ſuch 
a day he was to preach again. I 
therefore ſtepped into a little pot- 
houſe, and by way of opening 
Boniface's heart ordered a tankard 
of his beſt, My landlord, who 
loved a perſon of ſpirit, to expreſs 
his approbation, very affably fat 
down, to help me drink it. And 
by that time we got pretty near 
to the bottom, his heart began to 
open, and he informed me, of the, 
following particulars, That the 
young - paſtor had been bred a 
Baptiſt and intended for the mi- 
niſtry : but that when about. 


eighteen he hed moſt, unluckily 


made his maſter's. houſekeeper a 


mother: This occaſioning the ſub- 


ſcription 
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ſcription by which he was fup- 
ported to be withdrawn, he was 
turned adrift, a dependant npon 


fortune. 
The reader need not he in- 


formed that in the houſekeeper I 
diſcovered the virtuous Mrs. Ta- 
bitha, who was deftined to ſuffer 
violence from the men. 

I confeſs the news afforded me 
great pleaſure ; juſtice, I thought, 
muſt now have been done to my 
much injured reputation. But I 
was at too great a diſtance to en- 
joy the triumph as I could have 
wiſhed. To an open liberal mind 
nothing gives ſo much delight as 
to ſee hypocriſy, ſucceſsful for a 
time, at laſt detected and puniſh- 
ed. | 
Our tankard finiſhed, I return- 

ed home to my lodgings, where 
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to my great joy I received a note 
from a friend acquainting me of 
a place. In conſequence of which 
I uſed ſuch expedition in my ap- 
plication, as ſoon to find myſelf 
once more in ſervice. 


C HAP. XII. 


Young Scotchman, the ſon 
of a laird, armed at all 

points with Latin and Greek, and 
the theology of Scotland, with the 
vanity of his country judged Lon- 
don the only proper theatre for the 
diſplay of abilities ſo uncommon as 
he imagined his to be. The ſucceſs 
of a celebrated countryman has 
ſeduced more than one of the bra 
Scotchmen to exhibit the graces 
of 
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of Caledonian elocution at the 
Engliſh bar. My maſter with the 
view of rivalling the celebrated 
Wedderburn, entered himſelf of 
the Temple, and in the pride of 
his heart hired me as his valet; 
my employment to ſoften his harſh 
Scotch features, by criſping his 
black hog's briſtles into the grace- 
ful wanton curls of a Mall petit- 
maitre ; at other times to improve 
him in his Engliſh; for tho' too 
conceited to acknowledge himſelf 
ignorant of any thing, yet thro' 
my not underſtanding his Scotch 
dialect, he was forced to learn 
that CADEES were PORTERS in 
Englith, Ge. 

His father, who poſſefled an 
- eſtate of four hundred pounds a 
year, a perfect Jaghireſhip in 
Scotland, was too zealous a Kirk(- 
VoI. II. C man 
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man to hazard his ſon's religion 
in ſending him to Glaſgow or 
Edinburgh, which to atone for 
the egregious cant of above two 
centuries are now become the 
great ſeminaries of infidelity, but 
entruſted him to the care of a 
private tutor. This tutor had 
been ſo unlucky as to have re- 
ceived his education at one of 
theſe places before the two lumi- 
naries of Scotland H——e and 
Lord K 
wonderful diſcoveries : fifty years 
ago the ſtudents diſputed with as 
much glee about the covenants as 
they now do concerning free-10// 
and cauſe and effect. The firſt care 
therefore of the tutor had been to 
make his pupil acquainted with 
God's dealings with his peculiar 


people the Kirk of Scotland, for 
4. (according 


s, had publiſhed their 
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(according to him) that alone of 
all Chriſtian churches was bleſſed 
with the genuine light of the 
goſpel, as well as a truly apoſto- 
lical diſcipline. With ſuch en- 
larged notions he went to take 
his leave of his old tutor, who 
tho' he was better acquainted with 
what was tranſacted in the other 
world than this, yet with no or- 
dinary ſagacity, fearing London 
did not ſo abound in grace as his 
little lock, and with the fond hope 
of ſecuring his pupil's innocence, 
furniſhed him with a ſet of pious 
queſtions which he was to alk 
his conſcience every night before 
he went to bed. 

The principal of which were, 
whether in the courſe of the 
day he had looked upon any wo- 

C 2 man 
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man but with the indifferency of 
a brother? or thro', curioſity or 
compliance with cuſtom had bowed 


the knee to Baal ? that is ſrequent- 
ed any place of worſhip except 


a tranſplanted branch of the Kirk. 
Or before any meal had omitted 


to ſanctify it by a truly conven- 


ticle bleſſing? Or had ever uſed 
God's holy name without return- 
ing thanks for being born and 
educated in the Kirk? I dare fay, 
the reader will be ſatisfied with 
this ſpecimen. 

There is nothing that ſo much 
aſtoniſhes a Scotchman at his firkt 
coming to London, as to find that 
it is as big as Edinburgh; for 
by the help of a large portion of 
national prejudice, , which above 
all others the Scotch poſſeſs, ho 


fancies 
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fancies that there'are neither large 
towns, nor ratiocination, nor indeed 
any thing elſe eſtimable out of 
Scotland, ''' Vs 

My maſter, who thought him- 
ſelf of ſufficient conſequence to 
give law at leaſt in what concern- 
ed the ſhape of his ſword, ſtrutted 
up and down the Park with his 
broad Highland one to the great 
entertainment of the company, 
till one of his acquaintance hint- 
ing to him that his ptide might 
not be offended that the antiquity 
of family began now to be lighted 
at London, and that it was pro- 
per to comply with the mode, he 
was forced to lay by the ruſty glo- 
ry of the Mac # $$ $ #7; 

But tho' he adopted the mode 
of dreſs, he ſtill continued to ad- 
here to his queſtions. Indeed fo 
C 3 Pha- 
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phariſaically loud was he in his 
devotions, that a Buck who had 
Chambers over him took him for 
a methodiſt, declaring that he 
prayed enough to atone for all the 
fins of the reſt of the Temple. 
But I, who from living among the 
Diſſenters well knew the power 
of habit, could eaſily account for 
his importunate addreſſes, without 
ſuppoſing his heart greatly affect- 
ed. On Sundays he trotted all 
over the town to catch the godly 
drops that fell from the moſt ce- 
lebrated paſtors. But I could not 
help taking notice that he fre- 
quented one meeting more than 
the reſt, tho' he deſpiſed the 
paſtor for his illiteracy as he call- 
ed it. 

The truth was, that, contrary 
to his expectations, finding ſome- 
thing 
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thing more requilite than to be 
born in Scotland, then entered at 
the Temple, to attain to the high- 
eſt offices of the law, he vouch- 
ſafed to take a ſhorter road, if not 
to fame, at leaſt to fortune, by 
condeſcending to caſt his eyes 
upon one of the elders' daughters, 
an immenſe fortune; and as he 
was totally ignorant of the world, 
he imagined that what had highly 
recommended him to an old maiden 
aunt, great apparent zeal, would 
captivate the Lady's affections. 
But he might have teazed heaven 
in vain to this time, unleſs with 
the uſual frankneſs of lovers he 
had diſcovered the ſecret to me. 
For one day as I was dreſſing his 
hair, he aſked me, if I did not 
think Miſs * * * * * very hand- 
ſome, and very zealous in her re- 

C4 ligion ? 
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ligion ? © Handſome enough in 
all conſcience, replied I, to make 
any man happy; but neither her 
beauty nor religion, which in 
young women I only conſider as 
aſſumed to hide from the old peo- 
ple a heart occupied with love 
fancies, are to be compared to the 
unfading charms of her father's 
pocket.“ My maſter, with the af- 
fectation of diſintereſtedneſs, pre- 
tended to deſpiſe pecuniary reaſons: 
«« For that (he ſaid) woman was 
given to man for an help meet on- 
ly to aſſiſt him in his pilgrimage.” 
It is very likely, Sir, ſaid I; 
but in the opinion of many who 
have experienced matrimony, they 
would rather retard than quicken 
the journey, unleſs gold preafed 
the wheels! But I am too free; 
the my $ * perhaps, Sir, has 

made 
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made an impreſſion upon your 
heart?” *You are very ludicrous, 
(aid my maſter) ; tho” to be ſure I 
have the ſentiments and affections 
of a man, But what is your opinion 
of women ? you don't think them 
to be impregnable, I ſuppoſe ? 
„% By no means, Sir, (replied J,) 
women are perfect paper caſtles, 
moſt eaſily blown down by the 
ſighs of their lovers: but the dif- 
ficulty is to maſter the outworks 
of parents and guardians; for there 
is no ſurmounting theſe but by 
ſhewing the credentials of a man 
of property But the ſon of the 
Laird of * * * * * ® has no occa- 
ſion to fear this difficulty.“ This 
well- timed flattery ſo tickled my 
maſter's vanity, that from this 
ume he conceived a very high o- 
pinion both of my underſtanding 
ok and 
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and fidelity.“ You ſpeak like a 
mon of experience (ſaid he) and 
one that may be truſted in mat- 
ters of high import. I muſt con- 
feſs that the lady in queſtion ap- 
pears very advantageous to me ; 
and could with to make known to 
her the favourable ſentiments J 
have conceived of her.“ Now ! 
know your mind, Sir, (ſaid I) 1 
can eaſily put you in the right 
way. You have only to dreſs 
yourſelf in your new ſuit of white 
and filver that you attended your 
patron's 'levee in, and inftead of 
ſhutting your eyes during the ſer- 
vice with the zeal of an old hag- 
gard maiden that has long loſt the 
power of killing with a glance, 
fix them conſtantly upon the lady; 
and if that don't do your buſineſs 


effectually, I'll never pretend to 
fcall 
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{kill in the knowledge of women. 
again“ O but that would be to 
transfer the honour due to the 
Creator to the creature, replied 
my maſter with great gravity. 
« You are too ſcrupulous, ſaid I, 
Sir; there is not a young lady in 
the world but what in her court- 
ſhip expects to be addreſſed with 
the ceremony of a goddeſs, how- 
ever the feelings of a woman in- 
*cline her to wiſh for the happy 
period when the prieſt permits her 
to be treated like a mere mortal.” 
The religious ſcruples of my maſ- 
ter's, like moſt other young mens, 
were not of that nature but that they 
couldbe gotover whena fine woman 
was in queſtion. For in deference 
to my advice, he refolved to 
change the method of attack, and 
ſee the wonders that the white 
C 6 and 
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and filver would perform, Ac- 
cordingly on the next Lord's day 
he ſet off like a raven decked with 
the plumage of the peacock ; and 
followed my directions ſo cloſely, 
that he kept the lady continually 
bluſhing. But by great good for- 
tune her father happened not to be 
preſent to obſerve what at the 
meetings being deemed a great 
crime would have fruſtrated his 
deſign. To increaſe his happineſs 
he had the honour of handing her 
into her carriage: Which ſo elated 
him, that in the extravagance of 
his joy, he reſolved to pay her a 
viſit the next day ; it never having 
entered once into his thoughts 
that it was not impoſſible but that 
he mult firſt have a little converſa- 
tion with the father before he 
could get acceſs to the daughter. 


But 
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But by ſhewing the abſurdity of 
the ſcheme, with ſuggeſting a bet- 
ter, he was prevailed on to de- 
ſiſt. For by frequenting a public- 
houſe which the ſervants ufed, I 
got ſo well acquainted with them 
as to pick out the time and place 
their young lady uſed to walk, 
which happened to be in the even- 
ing in the City Mall, Moor- 
fields walks. This addreſs ſo 
pleaſed my maſter, that in a 
moſt ſuperlative fit of generoſity 
he preſented me with his beſt 
Scotch doublet, which chanced 
neither to be cut for the buſineſs 


of courtſhip nor the meridian of 


London, with half a crown to 
boot. And that no time might be 
loſt, with the ardor of a firſt paſ- 
ſion compoſed of intereſt and love, 


parading 
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parading up and down the walks, 
informing almoſt every genteel 
woman he met, by his violent ſtar- 
ing, that he had made an aſſigna- 
tion : But luckily the white and 
filver entitled him to greater li- 
berties than what would have been 
thought conſiſtent with politeneſs 
in a plainer ſuit. At length, how- 
ever, the nymph appcared, ac- 
companied by a female friend ; 
my maſter's joy upon the occaſion 
was ſo extreme as to appear in 
his hitherto unvaried countenance, 
which ſeemed - incapable of ex- 
preſſing the emotions of the heart. 
If the reader has never ſeen an 
awkward ſtiff figure of a Scots- 
man rendered {till more ridiculous 
by the mechanical motions ac- 
quired in the dancing-ſchool, he 
can have no conception of my 
maſter's 
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maſter's manner of addreſſing the 
ladies. In him was united the 
ceremony of a knight-errant with 
the pedantry of a profeſſor. But 
the company of a gentleman ele- 
gantly dreſſed is ſeldom difagree- 
able to young ladies, who flutter 
up and down public walks pur- 
poſely for the ſake of being taken 
notice of by ſuch. My maſter, 
who had no ideas but what were 
derived from the claſſics and the 
Kirk, endeavoured- to entertain 
the ladies with the hiſtory of 
Daphne's coyneſs to Apollo, and 
by way of application hoped that 
they would not be governed by fo 
cruel an example. That (re- 
plied his miſtreſs with great viva- 
city) muſt depend upon the per- 
ſon of the purſuer; for (adds ſhe) 


it is impoſſible but that women of 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe muſt fly, if inſtead of Apol- 
lo, a fellow as awkward as Vulcan 
ſhould chance to hobble after 
them.” Opinionative people think 
too well of themſelves to be ſen- 
ſible to ſuch oblique ſtrokes of ſa- 
tire: my maſter therefore proceed- 
ed in his attempts upon the lady's 
heart by unfolding to her every 
Part of the mythology: of the an- 
cients that had the leaſt reference 
to women. When the ladies 
had ſufficiently diverted themſelves 
with his pedantry and broad Scotch, 
they quitted the walks. My maſ- 
ter, with the ofſiciouſneſs of Don 
Quixote, beſought the honour of 
ſeeing them home; which they 
declined in ſuch terms as convinc · 
ed him that if he perſiſted, he 
muſt give up all pretenſionsto their 


ſuture favour. He was, however, 
upon 
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upon the whole, pretty well ſatis- 
fied with the ſucceſs of this firſt 
interview, tho' with the ardour of 
young adventurers in love, he 
could have rather wiſhed to have 
come to an eclairciſſement at once. 
But his joy would have been ſome- 
what damped, if he had heard what 
I did ; for the lady almoſt as ſoon 
as ſhe left him, turned to her 
companion, and aſked her, if ever 
ſhe heard ſo much learned non- 
ſenſe in her life? It was how- 
ever ſome conſolation to me, as 1 
always intereſted myſelf in the 
{ſchemes of my maſter, to think, 
that it is uſual with women firſt 
to laugh at coxcombs and block- 
heads, then conceive a great af- 
fection for them, before ſo much 
the object of their deriſion; per- 
ſeverance and perpetual dangling 
in 
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in courtſhip anſwering all the 
purpoſes of a ſenſible manly be- 
haviour. 

A Diflenter or Kirkman, which 
is equivalent, when he firſt comes 
to town, generally brings with him 
certain ſtrictneſſes which ill com- 
port with the genius of the place, 
My maſter had a mortal averſion 
to telling lies, unleſs where the 
honour of his country was con- 
cerned, which in the opinion 
of almoſt every one, particularly 
Scotchmen, juſtifies the uſe of 
the figure hyperbole. But as he 
chanced to have a little more mo- 
ney in his pocket, than moſt of 
-his needy countrymen, who with 
open mouths come to be advanced 
to the command of armies and 
fleets, and, as often as a vacancy hap- 


pens, to be appointed firſt clerks 
of 
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of the treaſury and admiralty, and 
now and then inſtruct ſome 
jockey of a ſecretary of ſtate in 
the buſineſs of his office, he re- 
ceived more viſits from theſe great 
folk in embryo than was agreeable 
to him, and indeed than ſuited his 
circumſtances. What was to be 
done? As he dreaded the telling 
lies as much as kneeling es church, 


he had no other reſource than to 


do it by proxy; the guilt of which 
was to fall upon me, whilſt he en- 
joyed the advantage of it. He 
was never to be at home. If I 


were a divine, I ſhould fay that 


this was the method the great 
enemy of mankind made uſe of 
to aſſault my maſter's heart; for 
from this moment he became leſs 
attentive to the gue/fzons ; dropped 


prayer after prayer, till at laſt, 


without 
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without diſturbing me for an hour 
with his clamorous petitions, he 
fell aſleep as ſoon as he was in 
bed. In a ſhort time he totally 
omitted the correſpondence alſo 
with the tutor, which hitherto 
he had regularly kept up ; he had 
now more lapſes of the heart than 
recoveries to make him acquainted 
with. - 

One day he ventured to ſup- 


poſe that the drama contained 
matter of much. pleaſantry ; but 


that vice was often intermixed in 
ſuch lively colours as made it 
dangerous for youth to frequent 
the theatres. ** Not in the leaſt, 


(replied I, who was ambitious of 


giving myſelf airs in the boxes); 
thoſe whoſe principles are ſo well 
fixed as yours, Sir, need not be 


under the leaſt apprehenſions. Be- 
ſides, 
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ſides, gentlemen of rank, like 
you, Sir, are never conſidered as 
any body till they have made their 
appearance in the fide boxes. I 
then preſented him with a bill 
of the Minor, which was to be 
ated that night. A man that has 
got a ſuit of cloaths finer than he 
ever wore before, is never eaſy till 
he has ſhewn them to the whole 
town, in expectation of exciting 
in other people the admiration 
which they cauſe in him. My 
maſter, who wasof opinion that the 
white and ſilver had not been ſuf- 
ficiently gazed at, after ſome he- 
ſitation reſolved to fee the Minor; 
my informing him that he would 
behold almoſt asgreat an aſſemblage 
of - nobility and gentry as at Edin- 
burgh being an additional mo- 
tive to his going: but by way of 
ſor- 
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fortifying his heart, he read Collier 
on the Immorality of the Stage al- 
molt through. But in vain ; for the 
witty facetious Foote in the charac- 
ters of Dr. Squintum and Mother 
Cole gave him ſo lively a picture of 
the cant and hypocriſy of his own 
heart, that he began ſecretly to 
deſpiſe what before he conſidered 
his falvation to depend upon, 
And to compleat his converſion 
to the free principles of a man of 
pleaſure, by the perſuaſion of ſome 
acquaintance, after the play was 
over, he viſited thoſe delufive 
places, where Venus attends the 
orgies of Bacchus. 
From this moment he became 
a profeſſed rake, read Mandeville 
to ſatisfy himſelf that his conduct 
was not only lawful, but highly 
beneficial to the community. Vol- 
taice 
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taire laughed him out of humour 
with the Scriptures and Provi- 
dence. And as he till frequented 
the City Mall, inſtead of the prim- 
neſs of an apprentice, that is fine 
only once a week, he affected 
oreat careleſſneſs in his dreſs; gave 
the lady to underſtand that he was 
drunk over night, and that every 
woman was not a Daphne: in 
ſhort, ſeemed ſo much improved, 
that but for a prior attachment, 
with having the hiſtory of Suſan - 
nah and the two Elders conſtant- 
ly dinged in her ears by an old 
maiden aunt, which led her to 
run away with her father's foot- 
man, who was better acquainted 
with her diſtreſs for a huſband, 
moſt probably ſhe would have 
made uſe of him for the ſame pur- 
poſe, 

This 
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This diſappointment almof 
made him frantic; he curſed the 
whole ſex, at leaſt the model. 
part; and, by way of conſola. 
tion, ſeldom ſlept out of the 
Garden. 
He had now declaimed fo long 
againſt Free-will and the Scrip- 
tures at the coffee-houſes, that 
he deemed himſelf ſufficiently 
accompliſhed to exhibit at the 
Robin-Hood ; where the ſubject 
in debate happened to be a ſatire 
on marriage. This proved a fine 
opportunity to ſhew his extenſive 
learning. He began with recount- 
ing the various inſtitutions in the 
world reſpecting marriage; quoted 
Sparta as an example of the compa- 
tability of lending wives with the 
moſt rigid virtue, not forgetting 


the complaiſance of the ſevere Cato. 
In 
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In fine, he pleaded the cauſe of 
unreſtrained licentiouſneſs with 
ſuch force, that (which is the 
effect of genuine eloquence) great 
part of the audience reſolved not 
to ſleep without a nymph of the 
moſt complying kind. But as 
he was perorating, an unlucky 
ejaculation, occaſioned by Chloe's 
kindneſs, cauſed ſuch a laugh, 
that he was forced to omit 
the choiceſt flowers of his ora- 
tion, by abruptly quitting the 
room. 
It is a ſingular misfortune for 
a man to diſcover that moral obli- 
gations are binding no farther 
than utility requires; that is to 
ſay, his own convenience. With 
ſuch principles as theſe, my maſ- 
ter, by the time his father ex- 
pected him to have made a figure 
Vol. II. =! at 
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at the bar; his tutor, that he was 
advanced three quarters of the way 
to heaven; had made no progrel; 
but in that fatal knowledge, which 
renders a man a monſter; involved 
bimſelf in debt, deſtroyed his health, 
and become a peſt to all the young 
people he converſed with, His 
| creditors began to be clamo- 
rous; but as the paſtor that he 
firſt frequented, had repreſented, 
in the moſt unfavourable light, 
his behaviour to the tutor, there 
were no more remittances to be 
expected from Scotland. How- 
ever, the application of a needy 
countryman ſuggeſted to him a 
reſource ; he had begged of him 
to uſe his intereſt with his pa- 
tron, to procure him an enſign- 
cy in America. This he decli- 
ned; but with the addreſs of a 

man 
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man of the world, got it for 
himſelf. 

He had now no longer occa- 
fion for a ſervant: for, bankrupt 
in health and fortune, he ſoon 
ſet off in the Edinburgh ſtage, 
to try whether he could not pre- 
vail upon his father to advance 
what was neceſſary to fit him 
out. Happy would it have been 
for him if he had croſſed the 
Tweed with his former preju- 
dices! they would at leaſt have 
preſerved his innocence, 


CHAP. XIV, 


Ortune deſtined me to live 
once more with a citizen. 
A certain grocer had acquired a 
fortune, ſufficient, both in his 
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own and the opinion of his ac. 
quaintance, (which 1s a rare thing) 
to entitle him to keep a footman. 
| My, awkward uncouth country fi 
4 gure was now modelled into a 
tripping coxcomical footman; im- 
pertinent, not through ignorance, 
but from a conſciouſneſs of know. 
ing more than moſt of my mal- 
ters. 
Mr. Plumb, my new maſter, 
was a perſon of no education; by 
diligence and aſſiduity, from being 
a porter, he had raiſed himſelf 
to be one of the principal gro- 
cers in town, He was however 
poſſeſſed of very good natural 
ſenſe, which he very prudently 
employed in managing his buſi- 
neſs ; and ocaſionally- aſſiſting the 
Ward with his advice: for the 
weight of his purſe (when that 


honour 
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honour was gained by wealth, not 
iaveCtives againſt the miniſtry) had 
raiſed him to the dignity of Com- 
mon-councilman : upon the whole 
a very uſeful, and therefore a. very 
reſpectable character. 

Mrs. Plumb was an exact coun- 


terpart ; ſhe had acquired much 
reputation for ſobriety and clean- 


lineſs in the capacity of a ſervant 
at the ſame houſe. The reader 
muſt obſerve, that ſach was their 


character when they firſt hired 
me; bur the ſetting up a carriage 


occaſioned great alteration in their 
manners. | 


The ſetting up a carriage in the 


city is generally conſidered as a 
ſignal, that the owner having 
emerged from his former obſcu- 
rity, to make himſelf amends for 
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man and his lady, with all the 


but as her education had been 


- ſhe unluckily retained all the pre- 
judices of her native county, which 
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the mortification of ſtanding ſo 
long behind the counter, is reſolved 
to partake of the ſupreme plea- 
ſure of rattling through the ſtreets, 
merely to make himſelf known to 
be ſomebody, 

My miſtreſs viſited the Alder- 


ſubordinate nobleſſe of the Ward; 
ſomewhat neglected, ſhe was 


forced to employ me to write her 
cards, Beſides this diſadvantage, 


was Somerſetſhire : for inſtead of 
ſevere remarks upon the taſte and 
dreſs of her acquaintance, which 
is the polite way of entertaining 
company, ſhe commonly enter- 
tained hers with the hiſtory of the 


ap- 


ordinary dreams : but the carriage, 


faith but in one dream, which 


hearing to her ſtories without the 
leaſt attention. 


It happened that at this time Mr. 
Wilkes returned, and implored 
the protection of the city againſt 
the vengeance of an implacable mi- 
niſtry. My maſter, who during 
the acquiring of his fortune had 
ſcarcely heard of the name of Mr. 
Wilkes, judged this a proper ſea- 
ſon to aſſert his independency, in 
D 4 checking 
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apparitions ſhe had ſeen, with the 
completion of her ſtill more extra- 


— Io I 


with my ſpruceneſs, preſerved her, 
if not from ridicule, at leaſt from 
contempt, My maſter, who had 


ſhewed him the way to become 
a great man, with the complaiſance 
of many huſbands, gave a patient 
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checking the deſpotiſm of the al. 
derman, who, though much his 
inferior in fortune, for the ſake of 
having his ears tickled with the 
muſic of Sir Timothy Caper, Bart. 
now wanted to preſcribe in the elec - 
tion of members, as he before had 
in all matters that concerned the 
government of the Ward. He be- 
came one of Mr. Wilkes's moſt ea · 
lous defenders, and as pathetically 
lamented the injury which, in the 
perſon of that gentleman, the con- 
ſtitution had ſuſtained, as if it had 
been offered to his own private for- 
tune. But as patriotiſm ran very 
high at that period, and every one 
was conſidered in proportion to the 
extravagance of bis harangue, he 
was forced to have recourſe to me 
for examples of parallel wicked mi- 

niſters;, 
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niſters, with others of thoſe exalted 

atriots who moſt heroically ſacri- 
ficed themſelves for the good of 
their country. 

Thus furniſhed, in a ſpeech x re- 
commending Mr. Wilkes, he pro- 
ceeded ſo far as to declare, that if 
his country required it, he was 
ready, Curtius-like, to fill another. 
gap. As every brawling knot of 
diſcontented citizens conſidered 
themſelves of equal importance 
with a Roman ſenate conſulting 
for thepublicliberty, this Gallima- 
tia was received with univerſal ap- 
plauſe. But a wary friend of Mr. 
W.'s perceiving my maſter's ar- 
dor tor the cauſe, took an op- 
portunity of hinting to him how 
eaſily he might in part put his ge- 
nerous offers in execution, by 
D 5 ſtanding 
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ſtanding in the gap between Mr. 
Wilkes and one of his moſt impor- 
tunate creditors ! This brought 
my maſter a little to himſelf : but 
it having been an invariable maxim 
with him, by the advice of no leſs 
a man than the wiſe king Solomon, 
never to engage in ſuretyſhip, he 
endeavoured to reconcile his prac- 
tice to his high-flown profeſſions 
by ſubſcribing fifty pounds. 

About this time I chanced to 
meet one of my old maſter's pupils 
at Oxford, one of thoſe geniuſes 
that I mentioned had taken a de- 
gree at Wetherby's, &c, He was 
dreſſed in ſhabby genteel cloaths, 
with ſleeves that proclaimed the 
pompoſity of an author. As there 
had been ſome familiarity between 


us at Oxford, I addreſſed him with 
| a gaiety 
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a gaiety that always attended me, 
except when out of place: Ha! 
Rhimer, (ſays I) how has it fared' 
with you ſince you left college? 
Like a wiſe lover, quickly con- 
vinced of the folly of continuing 
the chace after his nimble-footed 
Daphne ; you I ſuppoſe have quit- 
ted the purſuit of thoſe perverſe 
jades the Muſes, who, deaf to all 
your intreaties, were determined 
not to counteract the deſign of Na- 
ture,” — “ By no means (replied: 
he, not in the leaſt offended with 
my freedom) for thoſe perverſe 
jades, Will, who were fo froward 
at Oxford, are now become ex- 
ceedingly propitious : The Hiſtory 
of the late War, compiled from the 
authentic Memoirs of a General 
— (that 3s to ſay, field · mar- 
D 6 ſhal 
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ſhal Mr. Baldwin and his infallible 
Chronicle) with the Ruined State 
of the Nation, which a fit of the 
ſpleen, occaſioned by a conſultation 
with my wife concerning the ways 
and means of paying our rent, ſug- 
geſted to me, aye ſurely no incon- 
ſiderable ſpecimens of literary emi- 
nence !'— No certainly, replied 
J; but fince that is the caſe, I no 
longer wonder to ſee ſo little origi- 
nality in the modern productions: 
—but you are married too, are 
you?“ “ Originality, ſays he, 
is no longer to be. met with but 
in the title page, and even there it 
begins to fail. Vou muſt know 
that in a drunken frolic, miſtaking 
the Head's windows for Bob Studi- 
ous's, I got expelled. I then re- 
paired to London,, commenced pa- 
negyriſt, 


4 
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negyriſt, and diſcovered infinitely 
more virtues in a character which 
the public deteſted, than they did- 
vices. This, to be ſure, procured 
me now and then a bank-ncte: 
but one day my lord's gentleman, 
with the conſequence of the chair- 
man at a fitting, acquainted me 
that his lordſhip had ſomething of 
great importance to communicate 
to me. You may eaſily conceive 
the joy of an author who fancied 
that he was going to be put upon 
the ſame liſt with old Samuel 
n! 

With much intreaty J prevailed 
upon a bookſeller to lend me half 
a crown, to get my ruffled ſhirt 
out of pawn : but the reception 
which I received from his lordſhip 
almoſt made me beſide myſelf ; 
for 
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for inſtead of indolently reclining 
upon a ſopha, and looking another 
way whilſt he ſpoke to me, as was 
uſual, he approached me with the 
affability of an equal, ſhook me by 
the hand, declaring that he knew 
no one that he wiſhed ſo much to 
ſerve as me: and as a proof of his 
friendſhip, he recommended to my 
regard a lady whom he had a par- 
ticular eſteem for. This being what[ 
had long wiſhed in vain, I took the 
hint, addreſſed her, gained her affec- 
tions, and married her. But, would 
you credit it, except one hundred 
pounds which his lordſhip faceti- 
ouſly termed caudle-pence, I never 
received theleaſt farther favour; for 
his lordſhip reſolving to truſt to 
the ſplendor of his life to confute 
the invectives of news-papers, gave 
| expreſs 
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expreſs orders to his porter never 
to admit either of us again. How- 
ever, my wife's former connections 
enablehereverynowand then to gra- 
tify the public with a luſcious tale. 
But if I had but a friend t@ join 
with me in a bond to a bookſeller, 
till my Travels into the Eaſt come 
out—'tis only ſeven pounds that I 
owe” * Why you have never been 
in the Eaſt (replied I) have you ?” 
« O no! (ſays he) but that's no- 
thing to the purpoſe ; moſt of our 
modern travellers make their re- 
marks in an eaſy chair at home; 
the bookſellers furniſh them with 
materials ſufficient to fatisfy the 
gaping curioſity of the reader. But 
this bookſeller that I was ſpeaking 
to you about, employed meto write 
him a novel, in two volumes, 
which 
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which I did ſo daintily, that I 
verily thought it would have ſet 
half the girls of the metropolis 
longing to become mothers before 
their mammas wiſhed they ſhould; 
but ſuch is the vile taſte of the 
town, to my great mortification, 
there was not above fifty ſold of 
the impreſſion. The bookſeller, 
enraged at his loſs, now abuſed 
me for what I thought would have 
quite won his heart, the high ſea- 
ſoning of the piece ; and becauſe 
my pay was conditional, he threat- 
ens to arreſt me for what he ad- 
vanced for my ſubſiſtence. But it 
is our own fault that the bookſel- 
lers are become ſo ſaucy; for un- 
fortunately we let the dull rogues 
into the fatal ſecret, that honour and 


honeſty are mere pretences, with 
which 
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which every one endeavours to im- 
poſe upon his neighbour !” 
« Well, well, replied I, fince you 
are ſo baſely uſed, if the uſe of my 
name will be of any ſervice to you, 
you are welcome to it. My 
dear friend (ſays he, laying hoid of 
my hand) your unexampled gene- 
rolity quite aſtonithes me - ſuſpi - 
cion and fear avaunt ! I ſhall no 
longer be under -continual appre- 
henſions of every man, woman, 
and child I meet, being converted 
into mercileſs ſheriff's officers ! 
Henceforward [I'll print upon my 
own account in the little way: but 
the ſcoundrel of a bookſeller lives 
juſt by” -] am ready to attend 
you, replied I: but what do you 
mean by the little way?“ © Only, 
jays he, propoſals for publiſhing 
by 
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by ſubſcription The Works of Tho- 
mas Rhimer, Eß; (for in propor- 
tion to the emptineſs of his pocket 
an author always increaſes his title) 
which enable an author to raiſe 
contributions wherever he goes; 
with now and then an elegy or a 
ſatire. I once got five guineas 
from a Common-councilman's wife 
for ſome ſevere reflections upon an 
Alderman's lady ; my wife, in her 
application. for ſome bread given 
away at the church, having Iackily 


| diſcovered that ſhe padded.” 


We then proceeded to the book- 
ſeller's, (who by his laced hat, &c. 
cut ſome figure) where, with I 
know not what ſpirit of folly, I 
became bound for Mr. Rhimer, and 
had ſoon occaſion to repent of my 
generoſity ; for in a few days I was 

- arreſted 
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arreſted at the ſuit of the bookſel- 
ler. It was in vain that I fought 
Mr. Rhimer ; he had transferred 
the ſeat of the Muſes (as I ſince 
learnt) from Blaek-friars to White- 
chapel, There was nothing now 
to be done, but either to pay the 
money or go to jail : I valued my 
liberty at too high a rate not to 
chooſe the former. 

To return to my maſter ; I left 
him moſt zealouſly engaged in the 
cauſe of liberty ; ſome purchaſes 
which he had made in Middleſex 
enabled him ſtill to ſerve its cham- 
pion. | 
He who formerly never waked 
but to be pleaſed with his proſper- 
ous condition, confequently to view 
every thing with complacency and 


delight, now conſidered almoſt all 


mankind, 


* 
2 
1 
x 
.* 
* 
* 
* 
1 
. 
7 
= 
— 
WY, 
CE. 
p 
1 
£& 
o 
7 
N. 
7 
2 


2 — — 
* ” 2 
3 * 


2 


1 4 ** ”, 7 o 
— OS 


4 ab 9% . 
4 > By " - 2 © wh. 
o — 8 = 


- - 
_ 


==. . 4 


— 


—— — 


a 


go Tur ADVENTURES 


mankind, except thoſe of his own. 
party, as rogues and raſcals, that 
were ready to deprive the true 
lovers of their country not only of 
liberty and property, but even of 
their lives. As ſoon as ever he. 
had huddled on his cloaths, away 
he poſted to the coffee-houſe, to ſec 
what new violence adminiſtration 
had offered to his country, It was 
really pleaſant to obſerve with what 
diſſatisfaction he read a paragraph 
in which the miniſtry were repre- 
ſented as conſulting the good of 
their country. Ah! ſays he one 
day, theſe are only lures, by which 
they mean to put us off our guard, 
that they may more imperceptibly 
rivet the fetters of ſlavery !” And 
upon the ſtrength of the miniſtry's 
being repreſented as having ſome 

beneficial 
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beneficial ſcheme in agitation, he 
attempted to get a common-hall 
called, that another remonſtrance 
might be promoted, to counteract, 
if poſſible, their wicked machina- 
- tions! I may ſafely venture to pro- 
nounce, that there is no condition 
ſo truly miſerable as that of a mo- 
dern patriot ; for let him have the 
good of his country ever ſo much 
at heart, the miniſtry will ſtill pur- 
ſue what meaſures they think pro- 
per, beſtow places accordingaseither 
their intereſt or inclination prompt 
them, and even permit proviſions 
to be fold dear, when by a real 
ſcarcity it cannot, without flagrant 
injuſtice, be prevented. Before Mr. 
Wilkes awaked the city from its 
peaceful ſlumbers, my maſter uſed 


to attend his pariſh-church with 
pecu- 
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peculiar pleaſure; but now that 

the patriots, with the great Athe. 

nian legiſlator, had determined 

neutrality to be criminal, he ad- 

mired no divinity but ſuch as came 

from doating W n and braw]- 

ing He: and inſtead of Til- 

lotſon's Sermons, he was continu- 

ally poring over Plutarch's Lives: 

| theſe ſo excited in him an extreme 
| deſire of diſtinguiſhing himſelf, 
that I verily believe, in the glow 

of patriotiſm, if it had been in his 
power, he would have proceeded 
immediately to St, James's, at the 
head of a regiment of Train- bands: 
but the terrors of a gallows, which 
ſo often have preſerved the tran- 
quillity of a nation, confined the 
exploits of theſe warriors to the 
violating Whitechapel Olympus 
with 


» $ 
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with their profane arms. Will, 
(ſays he to me one day, with all 
the ardor of a father of his country 
taking leave of his children) I find 
that all our attempts to recover our 
liberty are ineffectual; the bulk of 
mankind are too much in love with 
ſlavery to be capable of ſetting a 
true value upon liberty, ineſtimable 
liberty! (his little pig's eyes ſpark - 
ling with joy at the repetition) ; 
however, it is ſome-conſolation to 
me, that my infirmities, greatly 
heightened by the concern which 
the wretched ſtate of my poor 
country (here he dropt the tear of 
genuine patriotiſm) has occaſioned, 
prognoſticate a ſpeedy deliverance 
from this wretched ſcene !” (Here 
he wept moſt profuſely.) * I hope 
not, (replied I, ſcarcely knowing 

whether 
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whether to laugh or cry) ; but 
with all due deference to your ſu- 


perior knowledge (a little flattery 


is very uſeful to qualify the free. 
dom of diſſenting from a ſupe. 


ricr) you intereſt yourſelf too much 
in behalf of your country; a ſtate 
- ſo luxurious as ours, while govern- 
ment is in peſſeſſion of the vaſt 


bribes which it at preſent enjoys, 
can never poſſeſs but that portion 
of liberty which ſuits its conveni- 


ence. Wherever property is ſo 


unequally divided, and commerce 
ſo extenſive, the reign of liberty 
muſt be ſhort. Agis erideavoured 


to reſtore Sparta to its priſtine vir- 


tue; but Sparta no longer retained 


its reliſh for black broth and ſim- 
plicity of manners!“ 


« Ah! 
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« Ah! Will, (replied my maſter) 
this is the ſophiſtry of our diſguiſed 
enemies ; who, under pretence of 
conſulting the tranquillity of their 
country, patronize the baſeſt of 
meaſures. However, ſince I can 
ſo little benefit my country by liv- 
ing, I intend at my death to leave 
a teſtimony of my extreme love for 
it, by bequeathing my fortune, 
after the death of my wife, to the 
Bill of Rights, to ſupport the li- 
berty of the preſs.” © God forbid ! 
{cried I) for I have not the leaſt 
doubt but that in a month go- 
vernment could annihilate the pub- 
lic ſpirit of the whole ſociety by 
only holding up to their view thoſe 
very penſions and governments 
which they now ſo much declaim 
againſt: even the moſt troubleſome 
and noiſy could be bought with 2 
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Judge - advocate's place! Rather, 
Sir, ſaid I, found an hoſpital for 
decayed tradeſmen, in gratitude to 
that Providence which ſo eminently 
diſtinguiſhed you from your poor 
brethren.” My maſter, though he 
perceived the juſtneſs of my argu- 
ments, and even reſolved to follow 


my advice, was not greatly pleaſed 


with the freedom which I had uſed. 
Tt is often conſidered as a great of- 
fence to attempt to ſet great people 
right ; for after we have acquired 
a fortune, the next wiſh is to be 
thought to enjoy a ſuperiority of 
underſtanding alſo. Inſtead there- 
fore of a hundred pounds, which 
in a former will he had left me, 
he now reduced it to fifty. Such 
are the fruits of ſervants not ſuf- 
fering their maſters to indulge their 
folly without controul. My maſ- 

: ter's 
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ter's health had been firſt im- 
paired by the hurry and fatigue of 
the Middleſex election: for, with 
acruelty not common, hard-heart- 
ed government forced the patriots 
to enjoy their parade no leſs than 
three times; during which my 
maſter eat and drank fo plentifully, 
that with the ſubſequent labours of 
the ſame kind, the news of Lut- 
trell's being voted the fitting mem- 
ber ; petitions and remonſtrances 
rejected; the nation, becauſe be- 
ing mercantile it flouriſhed in 
peace, not ſuffered to engage in a 
war, he ſickened and died, a victim 
to tyranny, turtle, and veniſon, 
and the reſt of the good things of 
the London Tavern. 

How ſhall I deſcribe the grief of 
his inconſolable widow ! (he be- 
came almolt trantic, refuſed every 

WY kind 
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kind of comfort; and was reſolutely 
benton being completely wretched, 
There was ſcarce any thing, how- 
ever inconſiderable, but what re- 
called the dear man's image to her 
Even his poor night-cap was often 
bathed with a flood of tears ! She 
called the cook a barbarous unna- 
tural creature, becaule (being tired 
with ſympathizing) ſhe chirped a 
love-ſong. But for my part, I had 
been ſo uſed to conform my coun- 
tenance to thoſe I lived with, whe- 
ther grief or joy were required, 
that by meer habit I could not help 
condoling with her, which won- 
derfully recommended me to her 
favour. For two whole months 
the never once ſtirred out. 

At length, with all the melan- 
choly pomp of an Indian princeſs, 
reſolved to receive no conſolation 

| but 


or A FOOTMAN. 99 
but what the funeral pile afforded, 
the ventured. forth to viſit the dear 
man's aſhes. OI 'twas a heart+ 
breaking ſight to ſee how ſhe beat 
her breaſt and tore her hair! Her 
grief was ſo extreme, that it was 
with much difficulty that ſhe was 
able to totter home again. Cour- 
teous reader, if thou haſt a re- 
lation or friend that thou loveſt 
tenderly, be ſure thou do not pay 
a viſit to his tomb too ſoon ; for 
I ſcarce ever knew any behave to- 
lerably decently after they had at- 
tempted to pay this laſt tribute 
to the memory of a deceaſed friend. 
With my miſtreſs it ſeemed*to have 
had the effects aſcribed to the wa- 
ters of Lethe! her grief was now 
fo abated, that ſhe was able firſt to 
take an inventory of her dear huſ- 
band's cloaths, then ſell them her- 

E 3 ſelf. 
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ſelf to the old cloaths man ; nay, 
her ſpirits mended ſo apace, that 
ſbe was ſoon able to give a hearty 
icolding to one of the maids for 
converting the afflicting night- cap 
into a ſcowering cloth; it would 
have made, ſhe ſaid, ſeveral ſuch 
pretty tea-kettle holders. 

As I never had an opportunity of 
making my fortune by marriage, I 
determined to make an effay upon 
my miſtreſs's heart; a hearty ſtout 
young fellow, thought I, will very 
well ſupply the place of an old in- 
firm huſband, dead, buried, and 
forgotten; but decency I thought 
required that I ſhould ſuſpend my 
attack for ſome time. It was this 
delicacy, founded on form and ce- 
remony, not on the knowledge of 
the inconſtancy of the female 
heart, that fruſtrated. my intention. 

| | Her 
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Her attorney's clerk had occaſion 
to come frequently backwards and 
forwards ; and as women ſeldom 
look further than the outſide, Na- 
ture having been ſufficiently boun- 
tiful to him in that reſpect, he 
quickly won her heart ; but with 
fo much ſecreſy was the court- 
ſhip carried on, that we knew no- 
thing of it till a few days before 
ſhe married him : With the com- 
mon vanity of women, who love 
to have the ſuffrages of the world 
to approve their choice, (efpecially 
if they are going to do a fooliſh 
thing) ſhe aſked her favourite maid 
whether ſhe did not think Mr. 
Quill a very polite, handſome, 
well-bred gentleman? „O yes, 
Ma'am, (replied the cunning bag- 
gage, who well knew what ſuch 
queſtions meant) I wiſh I had a 
good fortune for his ſake.” But 
E 4 we 
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we poor girls, Ma'am, have it not 
in our power to reward merit.” 
* You have a good taſte I ſee, 
Molly, (replies my miſtreſs) and 
if I were a young woman, and had 
not determined never to marry 
again — (Here ſhe fetched a deep 
ſigh, that I am ſure diſturbed her 
huſband's manes) O dear Ma'am, 
ſays Molly, not marry again | I 
don't know what the gentlemen 
will be about, if they don't make 
you alter your mind, for I never 
ſaw you look ſo well before!“ 
„ O Molly (replies my miſtreſs) 
don't talk fo lightly; do you think 
it poſſible for me ever to forget the 
loſs I have ſuſtained; the dear, dear 
man's image is conſtantly preſent 
with me.“ To be ſure, Ma'am, 
(fays Molly, who was perfectly 
acquainted with the art of veering 
about) 


* 
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about) you can't forget my poor 
maſter; but there is a wide dif- 
ference between always teaz- 
ing yourſelf, and forgetting him. 
Thad a ſweetheart once, Ma'am, 
who, after being out- aſked to 
me, unfortunately fell off his cart 
and was killed. Now, though I 


almoſt grieved to death at the time, 
yet I ſhould not be difpleaſed now 


to be talked' to: by another, as 
handſome and as ſmart, upon-the 


fame ſubje&t.” My miſtreſs, who 


perfectly agreed with Molly that 


grief ought not to be for ever, faintly 
replied, ** What you ſay, Molly, is 
very reaſonable ; but decency re- 
quires ſo much from us. — But 
come, you have been a good crea- 


ture to me during my diſtreſs, 


and loved your poor dear maſter.” 


Molly was then rewarded with a 
E 5 Holland 
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Holland ſhirt of my poor maſter's, 
to make her a white petticoat! 
Such is the conſequence of al- 
molt every one's attempting to 
play the upper parts in life. 
This converſation Molly was 
pleaſed to communicate to me, 
with ſome additional particulars; 
that from what had pailed be- 
tween her and her miflreſs, ſuſ- 
pecting ſhe liked Mr. Quill, ſhe 
peeped through the key-hole, and 
taw ſuch fondneſs between the 
lovers, as to have no doubt but 
that it would end in a ſpeedy 
wedding. This was a cruel mor- 
t fication to me, who flattered my- 
ſelf with the hopes of ſoon riding 
in my own coach inſtead of be- 
hind another's. But as things now 
ſtood, I judged it prudent to con- 
| tinue in my humble ſtation, and 
not 
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not aſpire to what moſt probably 
would now only expoſe me to 
ridicule | 

In a few days my miſtreſs ſur- 
priſed us by laying aſide her 
weeds; but we were ſo dull as 
not to be able to conjecture what 
might be the reaſon, till on her 
return (for ſhe went out alone) 
accompanied by Mr.. Quill, the 
acquainted us that from hence- 
forward we muſt look upon that 
gentleman as our maſter : As we 
had been advertiſed of the court- 
ſhip, the information did not oc- 
caſion any great ſurpriſe. In about 
an hour the happy pair ſet off 
for Barnet to conſummate the 
nuptials as it is moſt delicately 
termed! But before they went, 
they were ſo liberal of wine aud 
brandy, that what with the con- 


E 6 verſation 
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verſation upon. the probabilities of 
an heir, the bumpers drank to 
their happineſs, the coachman 
contracted matrimony—for one 
night with the cook—and I with 
Molly for another! 

The firſt care of a. young fellow 
that has married an old woman 
is to look after the money-af- 
fairs; my. maſter, tho' he was 
in poſſeſſion of ſeveral. thouſand 
pounds to do what he pleaſed 
with, together with the intereſt 
of twenty thouſand more during 
my miſtreſs's life, was greatly ſur- 
priſed to find ſuch exorbitant 
legacies to pay as fifty pounds to 
me, and twenty each to three 
other ſervants! But as the law 
has almoſt always a remedy for 
thoſe who have a long purſe, my 
maſter pretended that in the be- 
queſt, which was given by a co- 

dicil, 


dicil, its formalities had not been 
duly obſerved, and was upon the 

int of cheating us; unleſs our 
miſtreſs had moſt ſeaſonably inter- 
poſed in our favour; who de- 
clared that unleſs we were imme- 
diately. paid, ſhe ſhould never be 
able to enjoy one moment's peace. 
This made the wretch honeſt- in 
ſpite of himſelf ; her health be- 


ing of too much value to him to be 


hazarded for 110 pounds. 

When once I had got my le- 
gacy, I took the firſt opportunity 
of quitting a ſervice where I de- 
ſpiſed my maſter for his roguery ; 
but pitied my miſtreſs for not be- 
ing able to realize the character 
which the weakneſs of human na- 
ture only ſuffered her to perſonate. 
This the inſolence of my new 
maſter ſoon furniſhed me with: 


for 
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for one day he employed me to 
copy ſome writings, where thro' 
his extreme care to have law 
enough, he forgot what grammar 
required, I therefore aſked him 
whether I might not make what 
appeared to me neceſſary correc- 
tions ? “ You correct, you block- 
head ! (replied he) T hen ſnatching 
the writings out of my hands, bid 
me clean his boots. My pride was 
too much hurt at this imperious 
treatment; I gave him warning 
the next day, and before the time 
was expired was lucky enough to 
procure another place. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Rich pawnbroker, a great 

economiſt, wanted a ſer- 
vant that befide waiting upon the 
family could earn his livelihood 
by cleaning great quantities of 
unredeemed plate, and on Sundays 
amble after him when in his Tim- 
whiſky he ſet off to enjoy the 
country air at Newington Butts, 
where he had a country houſe, 
almoſt ſurrounded with a ſtinking 
ditch, which he honoured with the 
name of Moat, with a garden 
full of emptineſs, and the marks 
of the roller. As he propoſed 
giving good wages, I undertook 


what was really the labour of a 
horſe. 


My new maſter Mr. Pledge, 
(ihe 
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(the perſon with whom Mr. Traf. 
fick wiſhed- to have made an al- 
liance) was a cunning artful old 
fellow, who by preying upon the 
diſtrefles of the indigent for above 
thirty years, had amaſſed a large 
fortune. To give. the reader. ſome 
idea of his character ; he: was con- 
ſtantly lamenting. the only action 
of his life that ſhewed him to be 
any thing but a pawnbroker, A 
poor woman with a large family, 
whoſe huſband was ſick, prevailed 
on him by her tears to advance 
pretty nearly the value of a watch 
which ſhe offered in pawn ; when 
from her ſituation he was certain 
it- would never. be in her power 
to redeem it! He perfectly an- 
fer the deſcription of a citizen 
of the laſt century, ſuch as the 
comic writers of that time have ſo 
humorouſly 
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| humorouſly repreſented ; except- 
ing that he was not under con- 
tinual apprehenſions from the in- 
fidelity of his wife; for he had 
married Mrs. Pledge not for her 
perſonal charms, but for the more 
ſubſtantial ones of two thouſand 
pounds, with the ſkill of ma- 
naging a family to the belt ad- 
vantage, There was beſides a 
fair daughter, who one would 
have almoſt ſwore to have been 
ſuppoſititious ; for nature to make 
amends for what ſhe had been 
ſo niggardly in to her parents, 
had beſtowed on her an overplus 
of benevolence,, which ſhe was 
pleaſed to call ſympathy ; but then 
with her uſual jealouſy, as: if ſhe 
dreaded to ſee any thing human 
approach perfection, ſhe had de- 
med her almoſt common {ſenſe 

In. 
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in the ordinary tranſactions of 
life! This being their only child, 
they were immoderately fond of 
her, and ſpared no expence in 
her education; but as it very fre- 
quently happens, they were divi- 
ded in their ſentiments concerning 
what conſtituted a good educa- 
tion; my miſtreſs wiſhed to fee 
her a fine lady, ſuch as whok 
life is commonly ſpent in a round 
of the moſt trifling amuſements, 
transferring thoſe affections which 


nature intended to be placed on 


her huſband and children to dreſs 
and cards; and withal the moſt 
miſerable of creatures if denied 
the daily pleaſure of ſhewing her 
finery: Whilſt my maſter wiſhed 
to ſee her miſtreſs of thoſe ceco- 


gomical accompliſhments, which, 


when the wife of ſome ſober, 
7 plodding 
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plodding citizen, would enable her 
to improve her fortune in the 
kitchen, whilſt her huſband ra- 
pidly increaſed it in the ſhop. 
However, to avoid the magpie elo- 
quence of his wife, which will 
get the better of the moſt in- 
flexible diſpoſitions, he conſented 
that the daughter ſhould be edu- 
cated in the way moſt agreeable 
to her. Wealth, they ſay, begets 
wealth! my mafter did not con- 
tent himself with the common 
intereſt for money, but employed 
his fortune in uſury; where tho 


the laws only allow five per : 


Cent. yet with the addreſs of men 
of buſineſs 'who know conſtantly 
how to evade them, he generally 
made ten. 

I ſoon difcovered my new maſ- 
* to be a demon inftead of a 


man 3. 
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man z every generous noble affec. 
tion which the author of nature 
has planted.in our: breaſt to pro- 
mote the happineſs of each other, 
was ſilenced to give full ſcope to 
that unbounded avarice which 
would be fatisfied only by en- 
creaſing the wretchedneſs of | thoſe 
who applied to bim for a little 
temporary relief. But cuſtom re- 
conciles us to every thing. The 
world a few years ſince ſhudder- 
ed at the picture which the in- 
genious Rouſſeau was pleaſed to 
draw of its crimes, and called it 
A monſter, the reverie. of a ſplene- 
tic philoſopher | But it was ows 
ing to its own depravity that it 
did not acknowledge 1 the juſtneſs of 
the piece. My maſter perceiving 
in me. great prudence and diſ- 
cretion, occaſionally, employed me 

to, 


N » _ * A n 
_— n * ec 2 E. 
2 1 C P 3 


or A FOOT MAN. 1135 


to enquire the characters of thoſe 
who wanted to be upon his books ! 
and at other times to ſee whe- 
ther there was occaſion for Setter, 
the ſheriff's officer, to quicken thoſe 
who were ſomewhat backward 
in their payments. But the moſt 
diſagreeable part of my employ- 
ment conſiſted in watching the 
motions of my maſter's literary 
chapmen : for ſomehow or ano- 
ther thoſe who devote themſelves 
to the Muſes, are ftrangely neg- 
lectful of their private concerns. It 


is not the portion of humanity for 


the ſame perſon both to ſoar and 
creep. If a young genius, who from 
the ſucceſs of his firſt piece was ſo 
elate as to fancy that he had nothing 
to do but to revel in extravagance, - 
prevailed on my maſter to lend 

| him 
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him twenty or thirty pounds, upon 
better ſecurity than his Parnaſſian 
eſtate, his bookſeller's—he never 
once got ſight of him, till the 
bookſeller (who. wanting his la- 
bours, well knew that fancy's 
loom would never be ſet to work 
as long. as he had either money 
to buy, or decent cloaths to beg 
a dinner) gave permiſſion to have 
him confined in one of the hol- 
pitals contrived for the recovery 
of knaves and fools! It is from 
theſe melancholy places that the 


{warms of ſatires and elegies pro- 


ceed ; the firſt the effects of mode- 
rate, the other of outrageous grief. 
But it was ſome conſolation to 
me, engaged as I was in this vile 


ſervice, to find out where Mr. 


Rhimer took up his quarters, and 
3 then 


PE as Jer Yg—_ Fs — 


or A FOOTMAN. 117 


then ſend Setter to adjuſt accounts 
with him. The meeting, tho' not 
the moſt agreeable to Mr. Rhimer, 
proved a very lucky one to me; 
for his travels into the Eaſt by 
abounding in the marvellous had 
ſo rapid a ſale, that upon the 
ſimple reputation of the work, 
his bookſeller advanced what diſ- 
charged my demands, that his 
genius (he ſaid) might not be 
cramped (by confinement) in writ- 
ing two more tomes of his tra- 
vels into the interior parts of 
South America, with the natural 
hiſtory of the country. Setter had 
been forced to aſſume the cha- 
racter of a ſheep's-head man, when 
Rhimer, with the joy of a man 
that owes nothing to the butcher 
of the poets, ruſhed. out of his 

hole 
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hole in an alley, to anticipate 
the luxury of Heliogabalus, little 
thinking what treachery was con- 
cealed beneath ſuch delicious ap- 
pearances |! 

By way of compenſation for 
the fatigues of the day, it was 
cuſtomary with my maſter to go 
to the tavern and get drunk at 
night ; and about twelve it was 
my buſineſs ro light him home, 
It was in this occupation that he 
was pleaſed to converſe with me 
in a manner more familiarly than 
uſual: Will, (ſays he, hobbling 
as cloſe to me as he could, that 
nobody might overhear him) as 
find that you are a prudent ſober 
young man, and one that would 
with to make the beſt uſe of his 
money, happening to be a little out 
of caſh myſelf, I can help you to 

a per- 
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a perſon who would be glad to 
give ten per Cent. for as much as 
you can ſpare; the ſecurity moſt 
undeniable !''— © T am exceeding- 
ly obliged to you, fir (replied J, 
who was too well acquainted with 
his character to truſt to his pro- 
fefſions of friendſhip) but I muſt 
take a little time to conſider about 
it.” * O, ſays he, pretending to 
laugh at my heſitation — Suca 
otters as theſe won't admit of con- 
ſideration — you muſt determine 
immediately, or the opportunity 
will be loſt. © Well then, fir, 
(replied I,) I think I &'en won't 
meddle with it.“ You are a fool, 
lays he, and don't know your 
own intereſt. But, for the fu- 
ture, you muſt not expect that 
I'll endeavour to ſerve. you.” The 
truth was, my maſter had not 
„„ changed 
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changed his nature, which ſuffer- 
cd him to ferve nobody but him- 
telf, but upon an application at 


the tavern (as I heard from the 


waiter) not approving the ſecurity, 
he pretended to have all his mo- 
ney engaged, but hinted that for 
a proper conſideration, he did 
not know but that he could get 
a young man to advance it! In 
a few days the perſon who want- 
ed to borrow the money, broke, 
and retired to France ; not 1o 
well pleaſed, I imagine, as if he 
had had my hundred pounds, the 
fruits of ſeveral years ſervitude, to 
treat him with whores and claret 
upon the road! 

Every judicious father is ſen- 
ſible that, as ſoon as his daughter 
becomes marriageable, it is his 
buſineſs to pick her out a huſ- 
band; my maſter being diſappoint- 

ed 
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ed in his wiſhes to have Bob 
Traflick for a ſon-in-law, with 
great eaſe transferred his affec- 
tions from one large fortune to 
another. He made the ſame 
propoſal to a banker of great for- 
tune, for his nephew, whom the 
banker intended to make his 
heir. 3 | 
But however careful he had been 
to, in time, provide his daughter 
with a lover, ſhe with a forward- 
neſs prompted by nature, had got 
the ſtart of him; for one day with 
her uſual fimplicity ſhe opened ber 
whole heart to Mrs. Abigail, her 
maid and privy council in ordi- 
nary : then fetching a deep ſigh, 
* Heigh ho! (fays ſhe) I wonder, 
Abigail, Mr. Chance don't come! 
* Gallop apace, ye fiety footed 
ſteeds*! But perhaps I deceive . 
2 myſelf: 
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myſelf: What if his affeCtions 
ſhould be otherwiſe engaged? 
O dear -ma'am (replied Mrs, 
Abigail, who had received ſeveral 
half crowns with a profuſion of 
kiſſes in the bargain, to further 
Mr. Chance's intereſt) never en- 
tertain any ſuch fears: for ſays ! 
to him one day, Mr. Chance you 
look melancholy! Ah! Mrs.. A- 
bigail, ſays he with a deep, ſigh, 
your young lady is ſo handſome, 
ſo amiable then bluſhed, and 
looked fo filly. ! — Love, ma'am, 
turns every thing topſy turvy ! " 
This groſs flattery had its intended 
effect; ſympathy began now to o- 
perate. Poor man] (ſays Miſs 
Pledge, in a dying languiſhing 
tone) but perhaps twas only a 
compliment; for I have heard that 


gentlemen do not always ſpeak 
truth 


os ns —— 
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truth to us women!“ If you 
have any doubts of that kind (re- 
plied Mrs. Abigail, who under 
pretence of accompanying her miſ- 
treſs to the cunning man, wanted 
to know the ſincerity of my pre- 
tended regard for her) the beſt 
way, ma' am, is to conſult ſome 
cunning man.“ “Have you any 
faith in cunning men, Abigail? 
(fays Miſs Pledges) © Undoubted- 
ly (replies Mrs. Abigail, who 
locked upon every one as impious 
that did not acknowledge the 
ſooleties of love to be governed 
by the ſtars) for there was one in 
our town that could tell at any 
time the roguiſh intentions of our 
fiweethearts ! no girl ever loſt her 
vartue by her lover's putting bran- 
dy into the cyder at fair that con- 


Lulted his ſkill.” „ Well (fays 
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Miſs Pledge, who, like other young 


ladies in her ſituation, was eaſily 


governed by any that fell in with 


her inclinations) if Mr. Chance 


don't openly declare himſelf the 


next time he comes, we'll conſult 
ſome cunning man.“ 


Whilſt Miſs Pledge, by the un- 


. controllable influence. of the fate 


of lovers, was thus beginning to 
play the uſual character of daugh- 


ters, diſobedience ; Mr. Pledge was 


buſily engaged in that of fathers, 
to make her as happy as it was in 
the power of gold to do. He 
procured a viſit from the nephew 
of the banker : This young gentle- 
man was bred at Cambridge, 
where he took a degree with 
good reputation; a thing not 
uſual with young men of for- 


tune. But, by the courſe of his 


ſtudies, 
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ſtudies, where nothing but de- 
monſtration was admitted, with 
ſome free-thinking acquaintance, 
he had unluckily conceived a 
prejudice againſt revelation : how- 
ever, the natural goodneſs of 
youth inclined him to, in its 
ſtead, ſubſtitute the ſpecious, 
though weak, unleſs ſupported 
by chriſtianity, ſyſtem of Shafteſ- 
bury. He enrolled himſelf among 
the zealots of virtue. With 
theſe principles he contracted an 
intimacy with the daughter of 
an apothecary, a very amiable 
young lady, though with the 
ill luck not infrequent to merit, 
without a fortune; love, at his 
time of life, diſdained to liſten 
to the ſuggeſtions of prudence, 
which, by diſſuading him from 
forming any attachment without 

14 the 
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the conſent of his uncle, would 
have made him extremely wretch- 
ed; he profeſſed the moſt ho- 
nourable attachment for her, 
But, by the death of her father, 
which happened ſoon after, being 
deprived of a friend to direct her 
conduct, ſhe was prevailed on to 
accompany him to town, where 
he took lodgings for her. Lon- 
don is a very bad interpreter of 
Shafteſbury ; ; he 'now diſcovered 
that matrimony, being calculated 
only for baſe ignoble minds, real 
love could never exiſt where there 
was the leaſt conſtraint ; in fine, 
by theſe and ſuch like argu- 
ments, which are almoſt always 
fatal to women when ſo unhappy 
as to be placed in her circum- 
ſtances, he prevailed on the young 


lady to live with him as his 
wife, 
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wife, without really being ſo: 
But, as he found living in Lon- 
don expenfive, he judged it ne- 
ceflary to relax a little in his 
principles; he gave up Shafteſ- 
bury for intereſt. His ſcheme 
was to marry Miſs Pledge for 
her fortune, who was to enjoy 
the privileges of a nominal wife, 
whilſt his miſtreſs was to poſſeſs 
his affections! Such is the cha- 
racter of Mr. Caſh, who now 
came to pay Miſs Pledge a vi- 
1 
« How do you do, Mr. Caſh, 
(ſays my maſter with the joy 
of a miſer going to take the 
advantage of another) I am very 
glad to ſee you; this is Waca- 
tion time, T ſuppoſe ?” 

Extremely well (replies Mr. 
Cath) J thank you, Sir, Ferm is 
Fs juſt 
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juſt ended. My aunt, madam, 
(addreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Pledge) 
purpoſing to treat my ſiſter and 
me with a little ball, I come 
to ſolicit the favour of Miſs 
Pledge to be my partner: I 
hope ſhe is well.” My maſ- 
ter, who admired diſpatch in bu- 
ſineſs of every kind, in a rapture 
of joy, calls his daughter, who 
had juſt been conſulting with 
Mrs. Abigail; and then informs 
her that this is young Mr. Caſh, 
who is come to aſk you to 
dance with him at his aunt's.“ 
Miſs Pledge, who had long fore- 
ſeen how little ſhare ſhe ſhould 
have in the choice of a huſband, 
attempted to expreſs her diſap- 
probation of Mr. Cath, in a way 
that would let him know her 
ſentiments, without violently of- 
fending 
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fending her father. I am not 
fond of dancing, (replied ſhe) 
there is too much levity in ſuch 
entertainments for a thinking 
being! How! (cried my maſ- 
ter, a little diſpleaſed to find 
his daughter ſo unſeaſonably ſen- 
timental) not fond of dancing 
I with you had told me fo ſome 
years ago, it would have ſaved me 
ſeveral hundred pounds.” It 
was proper {interrupted my miſ- 
treſs, whoſe higheſt | ſatisfaction 
aroſe from contradicting her huf- 
band) for your daughter to go to 
Chelſea boarding- ſchool for the 
ſame reaſon that you go to the je- 
ruſalem, that you may be able to 
deſpiſe the wines of all other ta- 
verns. But pray, my dear, don't 
endeavour to force your daughter's 


inclinations; remember how a- 
F 6 verſe 
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verſe you were to compulſion, 
when ] purpoſed educating her in 


a convent near Boulogne, on pur- 


poſe that ſhe might learn the truc 
Paris accent.” „“ All that 1 
meant was (replied my maſter, 


who, though he ruled in greater 


affairs, yet dreading his wife's 


clack, carefully avoided all occa- 


ſion of unneceſſary diſpute) that 
in trifles it was not right to croſs 


children.” * Your uncle, Sir, has 


a noble eſtate in Cambridgeſhire, 


above two thouſand pounds a 
year, I think.” — © As it is im- 


proved, (replied Mr. Cath) near 
three thouſand pounds.” © A 
noble affair, truly, (cried my 


_ maſter) but you ſee what an ho- 
nour is intended you, Nancy. 


She reads ſo much, Sir, that 1 
ſometimes thinks it makes her ſay 
1 What 
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what ſhe does not mean.“ What, 
(interrupted my miſtreſs again, 
who imagined the latter part of 
my maſter's ſpeech to be an ob- 
lique ſatire upon her mode of edu- 
cation) I ſuppoſe you would have 
a girl of her expectations as igno- 
rant as your country nieces, who, 
before they came to town, ſo filled 
their heads with the nonſenſe of 
penny ballads about the rich huſ- 
bands ſome girls got by their pru- 
dery, with the lamentable ruin of 
others by their forwardneſs, that 
whilſt in town they could be 
ſcarcely prevailed on to give a 
civil anſwer to any thing in the 
ſhape of a man.” * No (replied 
my maſter, who never choſe to 
diſſent from her about trifles) I 
love larning as well as any one, 
when it don't make people fools! 
* But 
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But come, Nancy, give. us Green 
Sleeves on the muſic.” © I can't, 
pappa, (replied Miſs, who, like all 
other young ladies in her fituation, 
conceived of her father as an unna- 
tural tyrant, whoſe ſole aim was to 
render her compleatly wretched) 
you have made me thrum b over 
that fooliſh thing ſo often, that 
I am quite ſick of it.” © Get out 
of my ſight, you huſſey, (cried my 
maſter, enraged to the higheſt de- 
gree to ſee his fair hopes like to 
be blaſted by her unuſual froward- 
neſs) I'll feed you upon bread and 
water till I reduce you to obedi- 
ence.” O Mr, Caſh! I can't 
think what's come to my daugh- WW 
ter; perhaps the has been read- 
ing ſome curſed book where the 
author recommends contradiction; 
but by the next time you come, I 


hope 


It 
t, 


1" 
4 od 
Ny 1 
+ | | 

13 . 
N. 
$0 
mg 
3 
„ 
* * 
1 14 
Fl 
1 X 
% | 
\ uf 


2 2 4 
* -- -  £< 
= — 


_ 2 


— - 
1 N 


- 


CENTS . Eo —-„—ᷣ — — 2 — — —— 
- * . R b 2 42 2 - r 
n . _ we F I ; — Is — * kd So 
be - WA 3 > — : — . — 2 
— — 
1 = —— E N 2 — 


PS > SE © * 1 


— 4 
— * 


* * 6 
? dC. — 
- Trwnteiiiac 8 
— — . ELo 4 
2 


or A FOOTMAN. 133 


hope I ſhall have reſtored her to 
her ſenſes.” Mr. Caſh then took 
his leave, not perfectly ſatisfied 
with Miſs Pledge's behaviour ; but 
as 'twas her fortune, not her af- 
fection, he wanted, his concern 
was rather that of a chagrined mi- 
ſer, than that of a diſappointed 
lover. 

My maſter became almoſt fran- 
tic, and would have tried the ef- 
ficacy of his horſewhip, which 
had made ſeveral very bad appren- 
tices exceeding good ones, but 
for the interpoſition of my miſ- 
treſs, who, to allay his rage, en- 
gaged that Miſs ſhould be more 
tractable for the future ; which I 
believe, from the natural plia- 
bleneſs of her daughter's temper 
the would have been able to effect, 
had not Mrs, Abigail, with the 

| of- 
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officiouſneſs of her profeſſion, 
been ſo kind as to aſſiſt her young 
lady with ſome prudent advice: 
for, upon finding that ſhe had 
acted with too little reſerve, the 
prevailed on her to play the hypo- 
crite, a character the moſt oppo- 
' fite to her nature; but love, like 
religion, ſanctifies every thing. 
Miſs expreſſed great contrition for 
" her late undutifulneſs, bathed her 
' father's knees with tears, and, 
by way of atonement, declared 
that ſhe would pay a viſit to Mis 
_ Caſh, Mr. Caſh's fiſter, that very 
_ afternoon. The joy of my maſ- 
ter was ſo extreme, that he too 
ſhed tears: there was nothing on 
earth, he ſaid, but what he was 
ready to gratify her in (the choice 
of a huſband J ſuppoſe excepted) ; 


and to evince the fincerity of his 
| re- 
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reconciliation, he preſented her 
with a diamond necklace, which a 
continued run of ill luck at play 
had compelled a lady of faſhion 
to leave unredeemed beyond the 
time preſcribed by law. 

There is nothing that parents 
ought to be more ſuſpicious of 
than ſuch ſudden changes in their 
children. But my maſter had fo 
placed his affections upon gold, 
and withal was ſo perſuaded of 
his daughter's fincerity, that he 
had not the leaſt conception of 
love being the cauſe of her 
diſobedience, but ſuppoſed it as 
the natural conſequence of her be- 
ing a woman, and withal bleſſed 
with ſo excellent an example in 
her mother. As to my miſtreſs, 


though ſhe was a little better ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the deceit of her 
ſex, yet it had never once entered 
into her thoughts that Mr. Chance 
could have the aſſurance to court 
her daughter. Mothers fooliſhly 
imagine that their daughters in 
their love-attachments are as much 
governed by pride and vanity as 
they think they ought to be. By 
this means many a young lady has 
been able to elude the vigilance of 
troubleſome mamma, by beſtow- 
ing her heart upon the footman, a 
too humble object for pride to ſuſ- 
_ pect. 
Whilſt Miſs was employed in 
counteracting her father's barba- 
rous deſign, a peccadillo of my 
maſter occaſioned great diſturb- 
ance in the family. Noiſy trou- 
bleſome women generally make 
a great parade of that fidelity 
which 


oa. a aro thn doe te. ti 
2 . * 


or aA FOOTMAN. 137 


which the amiable part of the 
ſex eſteem as ſo eſſential to their 
character, that they place but little 
merit in not violating it. 

My miſtreſs had ſo inſulted my 
maſter with her conſtant panegy- 
rics on her unparalleled virtue, 
which, with a felicity common to 
many chaſte dames, I believe had 
never been aſſailed, that inſtead 
of increaſing his regard for her, 
ſhe had heightened indifferency 
into diſlike. In ſhort, by her fre- 
quent clamours, he was in a very 
good diſpoſition to fall into the 
firſt temptation that a pretty face 
expoſed him to. Not content with 
praiſing herſelf, ſhe was ever 
abuſing the miſtreſs of a tavern 
which my maſter frequented ; the 
creature to be ſure, ſhe ſaid, muſt 


be no better than ſhe ſhould be, 
otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe ſhe would never admit 
ſo many married men to fit with 
her in the bar; though God knows 
the poor woman moſt unwilling]y 
ſubmitted to be plagued with thei: 
company ; for old fellows never 
diſcover ſo delicious a flavour in 
their wine as when they have an 
opportunity of cracking their lewd 
jokes with a widow. The land- 
lady was a widow with” ſeveral 
children, tolerably handſome ; but 
Having been left in indifferent cir- 
cumſtances, ſhe was forced to have 
recourſe to my maſter's purſe to 
enable her to carry on the buſineſs, 
Beſides what was equivalent to ten 
Per cent. he generally got his ſup- 
per into the bargain ; ſuch is the 
" unreaſonable tax which indigence 
is often forced to pay to griping 
wealth. As every thing which 


coſts 
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colts nothing is generally eſteemed 
very ſavoury by miſers, he could 
not help bragging to my miſtreſs 
what an excellent. cook his land- 
lady was. Many women conſider 
the praiſe beſtowed upon others as 
an indirect cenſure upon them- 
ſelves; ſhe therefore judged this a 
fine opportunity to vent her ſpleen, 
wondered that he could entertain 
her with nothing but about his 
whores; but that it was the hard 
fate of honeſt women to be 
lighted for ſuch jilts; then pre- 
ſented him with a catalogue of her 
rare endowments, many of which 
poſſibly he would never have 
known, but for her obliging in- 
formation. But my maſter, who 
was bleſſed with a happy inſenſi- 
bility, falling into a profound 
ſleep, 
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ſleep, ſhe was forced to be. 
wail her unparalleled wrongs in 
filence. The truth was, he had 
never once thought of the widow 
in a criminal way, till his wife by 
her clamours put it into his head, 
From this moment he reſolved to 
merit her reproaches ; but as he 
was as great an œconomiſt in his 
pleaſures as in other matters, he 
employed the method which ava- 
rice dictated to aſſail the widow's 
virtue he pretended an imme- 


diate occaſion for his money, 


though he well knew the with- 
drawing it mult bring on her ruin. 
It was in vain ſhe urged the impoſ- 
ſibility of complying with his de- 
mand; reaſons like her's were 
proper to work upon a man, not 
2 monſter of a uſurer. He de- 

| clared 
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clared that unleſs the money were 
paid, in two days he would ſeize 
upon her effects. 

This demand was made while ſhe 
was undrefling her youngeſt child; 
| but a fight which would have 
moved an Areopagite had no other 
effect upon him than to excite the 
| looſeſt ideas; for, ſqueezing her 
by the hand, with a laſcivious leer, 
in the language of that fort of 
courtſhip which uſes but little ce- 
remony, he enquired whether ſhe 
© ſhould not like to have ſuch ano- 
ther boy: in fine, he quickly came 
to an explanation. The reader 
Z muſt not be too rigorous in his 


& cenſures, if he hears that a woman, 


to ſave herſelf and family from 
= otherwiſe inevitable ruin, acqui- 
eſced in his propoſals, eſpecially 
2 lince he muſt have obſerved fo 
: many 
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many in eaſy circumſtances ſacri- 
fice their youth and beauty for a 
coach and fix, to decrepitude and 
old age. My maſter now thought 
no more of his money ; this ſpu- 
rious affeCtion ſo opened his heart, 
as to prompt him even to make 
ſeveral preſents to his new mil 
treſs, who, contrary to his wite, 
recommended herſelf by doing 
every thing in her power to pleaſe 
him: but unfortunately, by pre- 
tending to more virtue than ſhe 
really had, in ſcolding one of her 
maids for being too intimate with 
the waiter, he got her new con- 
nexion ſufficiently publiſhed to 
come to my miſtreſs's ears, who, 
though ſhe pretended to. be the 
moſt miſerable of women, was in 
fact made too happy by the intel- 
ligence : in conſequence of which, 
my 
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my maſter heard ſo much about 
whores and ſtrumpets, and vartu- 
ous faithful wives, that, in his 
own defence, he was forced to 
give her the diſcipline of the 
horſewhip, which produced ſo 
ſalutary an effect, as to reduce 
to now and then an obſcure hint, 
what before in broad Engliſh he 
had been ſtunned with. 

My maſter had been ſo taken up 
with his intrigue as to, in ſome 
meaſure, neglect bringing the 
match between Mr. Caſh and his 
daughter to ſo ſpeedy a conclu- 
hon as he might have done ; but 
now that the clamour of his wife 
and her acquaintance was ſome- 
what abated, he reſolved to make 
the proper advantage of the duti- 
ful diſpoſition he perceived his 
daughter to be in:“ Girls, ſaid 
Vol. II. G he, 
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he, ſeldom keep long in the ſame 


mind, unleſs it be to plague their 
parents.” Accordingly he ſet off 
to ſettle pecuniary affairs with old 
Mr. Caſh. 

Mr. Chance, Miſs Pledge's lo- 
ver of her own chuſing, had hi- 
therto confined his addreſſes to the 
framing excuſes for her many 
blunders, with now and then a 
compliment on the extraordinary 
progreſs which ſhe made in the 
difficult ſcience of cards, though 
in fact ſhe was ſcarcely acquainted 
with the common rules of the 
game, which was Quadrille ; but 
now that he diſcovered what a for- 
midable rival he had in Mr. Caſh, 
he determined upon a vigorous at- 
tack, which ſhould do his buſi- 
neſs at once ; Mrs. Abigail, with 
the addreſs of her profeſſion, hav- 


ing 
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ing moſt obligingly inſtructed him 
in the ſort of nonſenſe which 
dextrouſly managed would moſt 
aſſuredly win miſs's heart. 

I had not been ſo lucky as to 
be at home when Mr. Chance 
came to give miſs a leſſon; other- 
wiſe I ſhould have diſcovered an 
old acquaintance, once the ſer- 
vant of a gentleman commoner 
of our college, but diſguiſed as 
he was with all the finery of Mon- 
mouth-ſtreet, I eafily recognized 
my old acquaintance ; however 
| was too good a friend to my 
profeſſion to make any diſcovery 
to his diſadvantage ; but obſerving 
Mrs. Abigail very attentively liſ- 
tening at the door, I took poſt near 
her, where I heard a conver- 
lation which would not have 
been quite ſo proper for my ma- 

G 2 ſter: 
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ſter : O Mr. Chance (cries Miſz 
in a rapture of joy) [ have been 
ſo engaged with the diſtreſies 
of Miſs #* * * that [ have not 
had time to conſider the caſe you 
left me. Don't you think that 
it is ſympathy that chiefly ennobles 
our nature? “ Certainly, madam, 
replies Mr. Chance, who was 
highly delighted to have fo ap- 
polite a ſubject introduced ; a heart 
that is ſuſceptible of the ſympa- 
thetic feelings, contains within 
itſelf an inexhauſtible ſource of 
the moſt refined enjoyments.“ 
« Moſt certainly, Sir, (ſays mils, 
greatly pleaſed to find ſuch a 
conformity of ſentiments) but at- 
ter ſuch a declaration, I have no 
occaſion to enquire whether you 
are fond of theatrical repreſenta- 
tions. Pray favour me with a 
Romeo, 
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Romeo, for I am wonderfully 
fond of ſuch little private exhi- 
bitions.” Though I am but 
poorly ſkilled in the powers of re- 
preſentation, (replies Mr. Chance) 
I do not doubt but that your 
beauty, madam, will make me 
feel my character.”—O fir ! (ſays 
miſs, bluſhing, ) conſider that com- 
pliment is beneath the dignity 
of tragedy ! but pray begin.“ — 
It was happy for Mr. Chance, 
that the affectation of waiting- 
women, who are too high bred 
to be courted in plain proſe, had 
obliged him to become acquaint- 
ed with ſweet Shikſpear. Af- 
ter repeating a long ſtring of fine 
things, which Romeo ſaid to Ju- 
liet, when he came to I ſwear 
by yon bright moon!“ Miſs haſti- 
ly replied, „O ſwear not by the 

G 3 moon, 
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moon, the inconſtant moon 
then fetching a deep ſigh, which 
betrayed the weakneſs of her heart, 
My ſenſibility (continued ſhe) is 
almoſt too great for ſuch ſcenes.” 
Mrs. Abigail, who from having 
been in almoſt fimilar circum- 
ſtances which coft her her vir- 
tue well knew what a perilous 
ſituation miſs ruſt be in, could 
not help exclaiming, Is it ſo, 
maſs, I begin to fear for your vir- 
tue too; for J never knew the 
moon witneſs to any thing but the 
parjuries of the men and the 
weakneſs of the women! Mr, 


Chance perceiving this to be the 
critical moment when paſſionate 
language proves irreſiſtible, re- 
ſolved to affail languiſhing mils 
with a tecrent of fine ſpeeches. 


My adorable age, (fays he) 
behold 
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bchold at your feet an unhappy 
lover, reſolved never to riſe till 
you take pity on him. I have 
long entertained the moſt ardent 
affection for you : but knowing 
your extreme delicacy, I was de- 
termined to merit your favour 
by my ſufferings alone !'—Very 
few young ladies have hearts fo 
obdurate as to ſuffer a ſupplicat- 
ing lover, when he begins to talk 
of ſufferings, to rave his nonſenſe 
in vain, but a lady who had high 
pretenſions to ſympathy, was quite 
melted into a tenderneſs which 
leaves the compaſſionate fair en- 
Stirely at the mercy of their lovers; 
Miſs Pledge had ſpirits only to 
languiſh out, O ! fir But pray 
riſe; 'tis not in my nature to ſpurn 


the unhappy !—But my father! 
G 4 — and 
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—and I have many obligations to 

him“ - Gratitude, madam, (re- 
| plied Mr. Chance, who knew 
how eaſily a few paſſionate ex- 
preſſions would make love pre- 
ponderate in a debate where duty 
| was placed in oppoſition) Gra— 
titude, madam, deprives me of 
almoſt all my faculties ; they are 
ſo abſorbed in contemplating your 
| goodneſs. — But * fathers have 
flinty hearts ; no tears can move 
| them. - Only imagine to yourſelf 
| what you have to expect from 
| the avarice of a father, which 
will moſt aſſuredly lead him to ſa- 
crifice you to fome covetous ſordid 
wretch.”—* O harbarous ! (cries 
Miſs Pledge, almoſt frighted to 
death with ſo lively a deſcription 
of her own diſtreſſes, which Mrs. 
Abigail 
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Abigail had been ſo obliging as 
to furniſh Mr. Chance with.) 
What you ſay is but too true. I 
already begin to experience my 
father's tyranny ; for he has been 
cruel enough to command me to 
receive the addreſſes of a perfect 
ſtranger! But what can I do?” 
„My dear angel! (replies Mr. 
Chance, who from uſing ſuch 
rapturous language, began to fancy 
himſelf to be really in love) there 
is no way left but to fly the 
ſtorm that threatens us to go 
off with me this very night!“ 
Poor perſecuted love having no 
other refuge than what her lover 
could afford, miſs with a figh 
convinced him that ſhe was at 
his diſpoſal ; « Surely hearts like 
ours | deſerve a better fortune” 
(ſaid ſhe.) It was then ſettled be- 
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tween them, that whilſt her father 
went to the tavern, ſhe was to {lip 
out at the back door. Mr. Chance 
now took his leave ; but as I was 
deſirous of knowing by what ex- 
traordinary means he had been 
enabled to change his profeſſion, 
I followed him to the corner of 
the ſtreet, and began to rally him. 
«© What my old friend Harry, 
(fays I) and ftill ſo much the 
world's ſuperior as to make its 
follies furniſh you with a good 


livelihood ; your dreſs is an im- 


provement upon a gentleman's 


gentleman.“ © My good friend 
Will, (replies he) abate a little 


of your uſual volubility ; and con- 
ſider that you are not now talk- 
ing your maſter's miſtreſs out of 
her virtue. My hiſtory is ſhort; 
the laſt perſon I ferved was a 

gambler, 


*. 
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gambler, who happening to meet 
with a greater rogue than himſelf, 
broke, and in lieu of paying me 
my wages, left me his art. Hence, 
with the folly of the public, I 
have been enabled to follow the 
reſpetable employment of card- 
maſter to boarding ſchools, &c. 
For obſerve, Will, gaming now a- 
days ſo completely occupies the 
female heart, that no ſcience is 
ſo amply paid for as that, which 
teaches the delightful ſuperiority 
of picking their acquaintances 
pockets ? But can you keep a ſe- 
cret, Will?“ A footman (cried J) 
and not keep a ſecret ! Muſt you 
be informed of what you ought 
to have been long acquainted 
with, that the gentlemen of our 
order never reveal any thing but 
their maſters faults!” A truce 
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with your wit, (interrupted Mr. 
Chance.) You muſt know that 
F've been in queſt and am on 
the point of ſeizing a great 
fortune : I've juſt had a pri- 
vate interview, and talked fo elo- 
quently about ſympathy, that 
at laſt foul caught ſoul, and 
there became a blaze of ſouls ? 
This was the glorious opportunity 
to preſs my ſuit: I was not neg- 
ligent, but told the tale with 
ſuch irrefiſtible force, that after 
a ſmall ſtruggle between filial at- 
fection and paſſion, which went 
to loggerheads together, till true 
love aſſiſted by his champions the 
poets getting the victory, ſhe at 
laſt conſented to go off with me.“ 
—] had ſuffered too much at Mr. 
Traffick's to think of interfering 


15. more in ſtolen matches; there- 


fore 
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fore I took my leave of Mr. 
Chance without acquainting him 
how much it was in my power 
either to further or fruſtrate his 
deſigns. Miſs in the mean while 


revolving the greatneſs of the ur- 


dertaking, firſt of running away 
from her father, who on her re- 
turn might chance to ſuffer her 
to {ſtarve upon love, then croſſing 
the ſea with a man that ſhe ſcarce- 
ly knew any thing of, became 
gloomy and fad, often burſting 
into tears, which her mother ob- 
ſerving was imprudent enough 
to make* my maſter acquainted 
with. This occaſioned ſome home 
interrogatories to be put to miſs, 
which inſtead of producing an 
explanation only increaſed her 
grief, My maſter, who knew 
what were the common occafions 
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of young ladies ſorrow, now be- 
gan to ſuſpect ſome love at- 
tachment to be the cauſe, and 
as he knew that the drawers of 
young ladies were often the re- 
politories. of their folly, he im- 
mediately began ranſacking them, 
where to his great ſurpriſe he found 
part of a novel of her own com- 
poſing, entitled the Dis TRESSED 
VIRGIN, „or the true Hiſtory 
of Miſs Nancy Pledge: In which 
was contained, among other equal- 
ly tragical particulars, in a ſeries 
of letters addreſſed to a friend, 
2 narrative of her father's bar ba- 
rity to her, with her lamentations 
on the perverſeneſs. of fortune, 
that with ſuch unheard-of cruelty 
ſhould take pleaſure in obſtructing 
the union of hearts ſo framed 
tor each other as her's and Mr, 

Chance's 
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Chance's were! My maſter at 
firſt was a little at a loſs what 
to make of this curious piece ; 
but obſerving Mr. Caſh to be 
ſpoken of very diſreſpectfully, as 
a monſter who, in conjunction 
with her father, would force her 
affections, he ſoon diſcovered the 
occaſion of his- daughter's amuſ- 
ing herſelf thus, and with many 
upbraidings, charged her with 
her undutifulneſs. Poor miſs, 
who was naturally all frankneſs 
and ſincerity, to deprecate his. 
wrath, made a full confeſſion of 
the whole ; then threw herſelf in 
a variety of tragedy attitudes, be- 
leeching him in the moſt piteous 
tone to forgive her this her firſt 
offence ; ** for that it was her un- 
toward fate to love where moſt 
he onght to hate; but that ſuch 
| was 
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was her regard for Mr. Chance, 
that ſhe would rather beg her 
bread with him, than ride in a 
coach and ſix with Mr. Caſh, 
with a great deal more of ſuch 
heroical ſtuff, which to be ſure 
was likely to work upon her fa- 
ther's unrelenting nature. My 
miſtreſs, who had heard her 
daughter's lamentations was cla- 
mouring at the door (which was 
locked) iniher. behalf; enquiring 
whether he would murder the 
poor dear child, becauſe the was 
born of a virtuous mother (here 
the widow was alluded to.) My 
maſter ſoon ſatisfied her that he 
was not murdering the poor dear 
child, but only preventing her 
from ruining herſelf. But as ſhe 
loved contradiction too well to 


be convinced by ordinary proofs, 
| > ſhe 
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ſhe affected to treat the diſcovery 
as a girliſh frolic, written with 
no other deſign than to amuſe 
herſelf. © For you know, my 
dear (ſays ſhe) ſhe wrote the ſen- 
timental part for Mrs. Whale- 
bone's novel.” My maſter was 
bleſſed with too great a ſhare 
of common ſenſe to be deceived 
by ſuch ſpecious conjectures ; he 
reſolved to have a watchful eye 
over his daughter's conduct, till a 
huſband of his own chuſing ſhould 
put an end to all farther wander- 
ings of her heart. 

Mr. Chance, ignorant of the 
fatal diſcovery which deſtroyed all 
his hopes, attended punctually at 
the back-door; but inſtead of 
meeting with the heroic fair one, 
who for his ſake was ready to en- 


counter every danger, he was fa- 
luted 


160 Tut ADVENTURE; 


luted with my maſter's horſe- 
whip, which was laid on ſo un- 
mercifully as to, for ſome time ! 
dare fay, greatly abate his ardour 
for enterprizes of this kind. ;This 
was the laſt time I ever ſaw him; 
as he could not hope to continue 
his preſent profeſſion, moſt likely 
he deſcended to his original one, 
to forget the horſewhip and diſap- 
pointment in favour of the com- 
No parent can be pronounced 
happy in his children till they give 
ſufficient proofs of their inclina- 
tions coinciding with his, it being 
a great allay to the joy of a father, 
in his hopes of well-marrying a 
daughter, to ſee her deſpiſe the 
man whom he has ſingled out for 
her to prefer to all the world. 


My 
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My maſter became exceedingly 
uneaſy ; there was ſcarce a thing 
in the world that any longer af- 
forded him pleaſure, not even the 
rapid increaſe of his fortune, no 
more than the company of his 
beloved widow ; and to compleat 
his mortification, upon an applica- 
tion to old Mr. Cath, to haſten 
matters, he found his former in- 
tentions entirely changed. The 
reaſon was this: the old gentle- 
man, who was a perſon of the 
ſtricteſt honour, having diſcovered 
his nephew's villainy to the apo- 
thecary's daughter, inſiſted on hif# 
marrying her, to-make her all the 
reparation in his power. 

An unele who has an hundred 
thouſand pounds to beſtow, gene- 
rally inſiſts to ſome purpoſe. Beg- 


gary has too frightſul an aſpect 
to 
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to be encountered by few except 
raw unexperienced girls, who, in 
fixing their thoughts on the en- 
chanting image of a huſband, ſec 
nothing but agreeable objects. 
Thus, in ſpite of himſelf, 
young Mr. Caſh was compelled to 
do juſtice to a woman he really 
loved, by railing her from the 
baſeſt dependancy to an honour- 
able equality. My maſter (now 
become inured todiſappointments) 
who had no notion of any juſtice 
beyond the letter of the law, was 
greatly ſurpriſed at the intelli- 
gence; but, like moſt others who 
are poſſeſſed of a large fortune of 
their own getting, as he had not a 
ſmall ſhare of pride, he affected 
to treat it with great indifference. 
« The old fool (ſays he) has been 
reading one of thoſe curſed books 
that 
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that turned Nancy's brain; but it 
is well for him that he did not 
ſtumble upon this ſame honour in 
the beginning of life; for inſtead of 
being worth one hundred thouſand 
pounds, he would have moſt pro- 
bably been lamenting his miſtake 
in the Fleet or King's Bench. 

However, it was ſome conſo- 
lation to my maſter to think that 
he had his daughter in ſafe cuſto- 
dy, ready to be diſpoſed of to the 
beſt bidder. In the mean while 
he attempted to renew his happi- 
neſs in the company of the widow, 
who (to preſerve his affections 
ſhall I call it?) ſtrove to gratify 
him in allthis little particularities. 
As he was fond of a beef-ſteak of 
her dreſſing, ſhe always performed 
that part of cookery herſelf ; and 
as it required but little ſagacity 


to 
2 
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to diſcover, that, next to the get. 

ting money, he admired good cat- 
ing, the made ſure of his heart 
by cramming him with dainties 
which her other gueſts paid for: 

but intrigues are the deareſt plea- 
ſures that we indulge ourſelves in; 
for beſides that my maſter was forced 
frequently to advance conſiderable 
ſums to keep on the buſineſs, the 
widow, with the addreſs of women 
of her character, having found out 
the happy art of commanding his 
purſe, which no one ever before 
had been able, he was greatly 
chagrined to hear her declare, 
that ſhe was pregnant by him. 

« Her too great regard for him 
(the ſaid, bewailing her weakneſs 
in the moſt lamentable manner) 
had undone her ! What could ſhe 


do.? her reputation would be irre- 
coverably 
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coverably loſt, (which, by the bye, 
had been parted with ever ſince 
che connection had been blazed 
abroad, and which ſhe had not 
been over ſollicitous of preſerv- 
ing.) But fince the had no friend 
but him, (which was true, if 
friendſhip conſiſts in the uſe of 
another's purſe) ſhe begged of 
him, for God's ſake, to conſult 
what was to be done: then, 
throwing her arms abont his 
neck, almoſt ſtifled him with 
kiſſes. My maſter, though with 
the vanity of moſt other old fel- 
lows, fond of being thought ca- 
pable of getting children, ſeemed 
a good deal diſconcerted. He 
dreaded the clamours of his wife, 
who had already reproached him 
in pretty groſs terms, of being 
more bountiful to the widow, a 

vile 
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vile hilding, than to her his 


virtuous lawful wife. At laſt he 


hit upon the following ſcheme : — 
Under pretence of carrying her 
ſon into Yorkſhire to ſchool, ſhe 
was to lie in there; her ſiſter, a 
ſervant in town, during her ab- 
ſence, to ſupply her place, and 
my maſter occaſionally to ſuper- 
intend. 

If the reader is curious of know- 
ing whether the widow had really 
the regard for my maſter ſhe pre- 
tended, I can inform him that ſhe 


almoſt loathed him; and by way 


of making herſelf amends for ad- 
mitting his odious careſſes, as 
ſoon as he had ſtaggered home, 
John the waiter made her forget 
both her huſband, and my maſter ; 
for the ſeldom ſlept without him. 


It was John I believe that contri- 
buted 
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buted moſt to the ſpoiling of 


her ſhape, as well as reputation. 


But old fellows would grow too 
arrogant, if in their amours the 
young were not ſometimes o— 
bliging enough to make them ſen- 
ſible what inconveniences fre- 
quently attend theirs. 


It is not to be ſuppoled but 


that, upon the diſcovery of the 
connection, the ſaucy part of the 
company would frequently cut 
their jokes upon my maſter, which 
he bore very well, till he was like 
to become a father ; which, not- 
withſtanding all the precaution 
uled to prevent it, was ſoon 
known. One in particular, who 
had more ſagacity than the reſt, 
in the hearing of my maſter, 
ottered to lay a gallon of wine 
that the child would more re- 
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ſemble John than any other per- 
fon that ſhould be named. How- 
ever a man's vanity is tickled, 
eſpecially an old one, in the re- 
putation of intrigue, no one can 
endure to be thought ſuch a dupe 
as quietly to father other people's 
brats. My maſter was greatly 
diſpleaſed with this ſort of face- 
tiouſneſs, and as he was naturally 
of a ſuſpicious temper, for the 
firſt time began to entertain ſome 
doubts of the widow's fidelity. 
Indeed he would have been glad 
to have been fairly rid of the con- 
nection, if it had been an eaſy mat- 
ter to procure another widow with 
ſuch charms — in cookery, and 
ſach obligingneſs in ſuffering him 
to direct in whatever he liked: 
for old fellows are made too 
happy, if in ſpitting a joint of 

meat, 
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meat, or making a fire, &c. they 
are ſuffered to haye their own 
way, without any oppoſition from 
the women. But before he re- 
ſigned the widow, he reſolved to 
ſee whether his ſuſpicions were 
well founded. He took an oppor- 
tunity of well rating John for 
bringing him a dirty glaſs ; who, 
confiding in his miſtreſs's favour, 
returned a very ſaucy anſwer. 
This ſo exaſperated my maſter, 
that he inſiſted on his being im- 
mediately diſcharged. The widow 
knew her intereſt too well to pre- 
tend to oppoſe her inclination to 
my maſter's will ; ſhe was forced 
to comply: but to ſoften the rigour 
of John's fate, ſhe made him a pre- 
{ent of ten guineas, with the moſt 


laviſhpromiſesof her future bounty. 
| H 2 This 
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This ſo freed my maſter from all 
ſuſpicion, that he often lamented 
his untoward fate, in not being 
able to make her the amends he 

could with; for Mrs. Pledge was 
one of thoſe ſcolds who prolong 
their life by abridging thoſe about 
them of their happineſs; her health 
was ſo good, that he had not the 
Jeaſt chance of ſoon getting rid of 
Her. It happened that my maſter 
catching cold, which brought on 
a little fever, he choſe to confine 
himſelf to his room ; and as men 
of buſineſs are the moſt miſerable 
of all creatures out of it, by the 
importunity of his wife, who, 
for the ſatisfaction of .reminding 
him of his faults, beſought him 
to think of his latter end, and 
make his peace. with God, he oc- 


cafionally read a pious book of 
mine, 


or a FOOTMAN.: 171 
mine, which Mrs. Tabitha Pru- 
dence, in her innocent ſtate, had 
preſented me with. It was a flam- 
ing invective againſt fornication 
and adultery ; which the author 
treated with ſuch ſeverity as to 
ſhut the gates of Heaven to 
all its votaries. My maſter, who, 
like too many others, had never 
once thought adultery. to be of fo 
heinous a nature, till ſickneſs de- 
prived him of all reliſh for it, af- 
fected great ſurprize at the infor- 
mation, as a thing he had never 
heard of before, though almoſt 
every Sunday he had begged of 
God to preſerve him from it. 
Had I known this before, (ex- 
claimed he, fetching a deep ſigh, 
as if taking a parting leave of 
wealth, which it was no longer in 
his power to preſerve from being 
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ſpent) the whole world ſhould not 


have prevailed on me to have done 
what I have done. But as the 
book had only made him wretch- 
ed, he formed a reſolution which 
coſt him no great matter—of never 
looking into it again | However 
as it had made impfeſſion enough 
to diſturb his peace, he bethought 
himſelf of an expedient which at 
onee would quiet his conſcience 
and gratify his avarice :=* Will, 
(fays he to me one day, with a 
great appearance of friendſhip) I 
have often thought it a pity that 
fo diſcreet, fober a young man as 
you ſhonld not be in a way of life 
where, with ſuch qualifications, 
you would be ſure of making your 
fortune: — What think you of a 
good wife, with a profitable trade 
for a portion? 
I muſt 
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J muſt confeſs, that conſidering 
my maſter's late double diſap- 
pointment, I had vanity enough 
to flatter myſelf with the hopes 
of his making me an offer of his 
daughter; and, in the joy of the 
thought, I reſolved to give hun 
every encouragement. to come to 
an explanation. That, Sir, (re- 
plied I) to be ſure would exceed 
my higheſt wiſhes, but a perſon 
of my flation———" © Piſh! 
(cries he, interrupting me) you 
are too baſhful; for I know a 
young handſome widow that 
thinks ſo well of you, that ſhe 
only wants to have her bluſhes 
ſpared, in being forced to inform. 
you of it.“ Gentle reader, if thou 
ever waſt ſo happy as firſt to pro- 
cure the favour of the fair daugh- 
ter ; then ſent for by the parents, 
4 thou 
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thou wenteſt exulting, as thou 
fanciedſt to receive their ratifying 
ſuffrage, but on thy arrival, con- 
trary to thy expectations, waſt ſa- 
lated with, What can you ſettle 
upon my daughter?“ when thy in- 
heritance conſiſted only in a good 
ſtock of impudence, thou mapeſt 
poſſibly imagine what were my 
feelings upon hearing the mortify- 
ing word widow ! However, I at- 
tempted to recover myſelf :—< I 
ſhould: have no objection, replied 
I) to a widow, tolerably agreeable, 
whole charaffer—” (Here again 
my maſter interrupted me with a 
« Piſh! I was not talking to you 
about characters, (replied he) that 
belongs only to people bleſſed 
with affluence, who without ſuch 
punctilios would have nothing 
to determine their choice. But 

| ſince 
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fince you are ſo nice, I have 
nothing further to ſay — there 
are other - people” n 
pardon, (replied I, with much 
ſubmiſſion, deſirous of knowing 
whether my ſuſpicions were juſt) 
for ſeeming to miſtruſt your ho- 
nour: Pray fir, who is the lady 
to whom I am under ſuch obli- 
gations ?” © One (ſaid he, hoping 
to cajole me by a little flattery) 
that I have ſo particular an eſteem 
for, that were I not married, I 
thould prefer to all her ſex ; tho' 
you were poſſeſſed of more vir- 
tues than you are, Will, Mrs. 
Vine could match you!“ „“ Mrs. 
Vine, (cried I, with the ſeeming 
greateſt ſurprize, at the ſame time 
determined to mortify him) Why 
they ſay the is with child by the 
late waiter ! I am really ſorry, fir, 
I cannot make her a proper re- 
H 5 turn 
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turn for fo eaſily transferring 
her affections.“ My maſter per- 
ceiving the jeer to be intentional, 
called me a fancy puppy, and 
bid me beware how I tradu- 
ced reſpectable characters. Here 
the propoſal reſted. This was 
the ſecond time that he diſ- 
covered in me too much ſagacity 
for his purpoſe. His deſign being 
fas I afterwards found) to per- 
fuade me to marry the widow, 
that by making her debts my own, 
1 might be kept in the vileſt de- 
pendance ; for, if upon his eat- 
ing my viduals, drinking my 
drink, and perhaps, as his ſcruples 
wore off, lying with my wite, 
X dared to remonſtrate, my mouth 
was to be ftop pped with, My 
money, fir.” Finding myſelf expoſ- 


ed to ſo many ſnares, for fear that 
I ſhould not be always ſufficiently 
| upon 
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upon my guard to avoid them,. 
I reſolved to quit my ſervice the 
firſt opportunity; but a ridicu- 
lous circumſtance haftened. what 
I intended ſhould take place no 
ſooner than it ſuited my con- 
veniency. I have obſerved that my 
miſtreſs was a great ceconomiſt, 
whichoccaſioned hæ giving us more 
of her company in the kitchen 
than we defired; and. as her 
thoughts were almoſt entirely oc- 
cupied with my maſter's infide- 
lity, in ſpitting all her ſpite upon 
him and his doxy, ſhe was pleaſed 
to give us a little reſpite. One 
day as ſhe lamented the hard 
fate of virtuous wives, with the 
ſole conſolation of complimenting 
herſelf as much as ſhe abaſed her 
huſband, I ventured to ſympathize 
with her ; hypocriſy had been al- 
H 6 moſt 
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moſt natural to me ever ſince I 
lived at the Diſſenter's; and as I 
knew all women, whether mar- 
ried or fingle, with to be thought 
handſome, I obſerved that nothing 
was more frequent than for men 
to leave handſome wives for the 
uglieſt creatures, merely becauſe 
they were ſtrumpets! This trite 
remark ſhe conſidered as an in- 
direct compliment to herfelf ; and 
by way of return, told me I de- 
ſerved a better wife than ſuch a 
trollopas Mrs. Abigatl would make; 
for from my now and then amuſ- 
ing myſelf with the girl, ſhe with 
the whole family. concluded 1 
ſhould moſt certainly marry her. 
She then enquired how it. came 
about that with ſuch good no- 


tions J had never made choice of 
ſome virtuous prudent woman? 


AS 
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As I knew ſuch ſort of people 
as my miſtreſs love to be thought 
rare, which greatly enhances their 
merit, 1 ſhould have no objec- 
tion, madam, to a good wife, (re- 
plied I,) but the women of this 
age in almoſt every ſtation are ſo 
extravagant, and withal ſuch flat- 
terns, that a lady like you may be 
conſidered as a Phoenix !” Ah 
Will, (ſays ſhe,) what you fay 
is but too true; and yet there are 
men in the world I could tear 
the hufſey's eyes out!] But virtuous 
women have no reſource but per- 
ſeverance in their duty.” Here 
my miſtreſs ſqueezed out a tear, 
which J conſidered as cauſed by 
the torturing thought of not being 
able at once to gratify her revenge 


and be eſteemed virtuous. Influenc- 
| ed 
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ed by a moſt abſurd curioſity, I now 
reſolved to ſee upon what founda- 
tion her virtue was built, whe. 
ther upon a nice ſenſe of honour, 
or pride, or ſpite, or never hav- 
ing been aſſailed. As to that, 
madam, (replied I,) I do not 
ſee the equity of a woman in the 
prime of life living in a ſtate al- 
moſt of widowhood ; the failure 
of one of the parties cancels every 


engagement! If I was you, ma- 


dam, I thould be almoſt tempted 
to cuckold my maſter.” This oc- | 


caſioned a ſmile from my miſtreſs, 
as if pleaſed at my ſpirit. 80 


I would, Will, (fays ſhe,) if 1 
did not think it a fin.” When 
once a woman has nothing to ſup- 
port her virtue but a faint ſenſe 
of the ſinfulneſs of parting with 

it, 
2 
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it, a man muft be a poor galant 
indeed, if he is at a loſs for argu- 
ments to explain her duty into a 
perfect conformity with her incli- 
nations! I kiſſed her ſhrivelled 
hand, and ſaid ſo many fine things 
to her as to free her from all fur- 
ther ſcruples. But as I meant no- 
thing but a little fun, I was 
greatly vexed to find her fond- 
nefs for me increaſe to a moſt ri- 
diculous degree; ſhe began for 
the firſt time to powder her grey 
locks; and as I had been pretty 
profuſe in compliments upon the 
whiteneſs of her ſkin, the, girl- 
like, expoſed her bony wainſcot 

neck ! | 
Women at that time of life 
are amazingly fooliſh when ſo 
prepoſterous a fit of love ſeizes 
them; 
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them; my miſtreſs by her ridi- 
culous behaviour ſoon © betrayed 
her weakneſs to Mrs. Abigail, who 
in revenge for the liberties which 


ſhe had often taken with her cha- 
racter, in her charitableprophecies, 


hinted to my maſter what a Pene- 
lope he had got. As every man 


wiſhes to be eſteemed the fole 


proprietor of his wifc's charms, 
however little he really values 
them, my maſter was not over- 
much pleaſed to find his ſervant 
like to become a ſharer; however, 
for the preſent he repreſſed his 


reſentment, in hopes of diſcover- 


ing that preciſe degree of weak- 


neſs in his wife, which without 
amounting to downright crimi- 
nality would for ever exclude her 
from the privilege of clamouring 
about his infidelity, He did not 

long 
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long wait in vain 3 for as ſhe was 
ever perſecuting me with her 
fondneſs, one day he ſurprized 
her fondly leaning upon my arm. 
For my part, I was ſo frightened, 
that full of the dreadful appre- 
henſions of the conſequences, I 
took the opportunity of a violent 
fray that enſued between them of 
making my eſcape, and thought 
myſelf ſufficiently happy in being 
puniſhed only with the loſs of a 
couple of months wages. 

While out of place, Ioften ſtrol- 
led to the temple, where I had a 
large acquaintance, and was ſoon 
lucky enough to find that my late 
impudence was no obſtacle to my 
being engaged in the ſervice of 
an eminent bar-council. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


VERY form of government 
is ſubject to its peculiar in- 
conveniences. Multiplicity of laws, 
as in ours, muſt ever occaſion 
much contrariety. Hence thoſe 
are often eſteemed great adepts in 
Juriſprudence, who by dextrouſly 
oppoſing one law to another, know 
how to fruſtrate the plain inten- 
tion of the legiſlator, My new 
maſter was one of thoſe indefa- 

tigable drudges, who by almoſt 
getting the ſtatutes at large by 
heart, had roſe to great eminence 
in his profeſſion. 

This, with the rare endow- 
ment of involving intricate mat- 
ters in ſtill greater difficulties, 

| had 
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had acquired him ſuch a repu- 
tation, not for helping people 
to recover, but for keeping them 
out of their rights, that he had 
almoſt all the knaves of the king- 
dom for his clients. To aſſiſt 
his memory, he had compiled -a 
large common place book of 
caſes, where more might be ſaid 

on the wrong than the right ſide; 
and according as he found the 
client's pocket, he made him ac- 
quainted with the various me- 
thods which might be ſucceſsfully 
uſed to evade juſtice. But as no- 
thing eſtabliſhes a man's charac- 
ter equal to his ſtriking out new 
roads of chicanery and procraſtina- 
tion, though at his client's ex- 
pence, notwithſtanding all his cau- 
tion it ſometimes happened, that 

in the ſpirit of enterprize, he made 
him 
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him expend more in ſupport of 
his roguery, than it would have 
colt him to have been an honeſt 
man; and indeed than he was 
worth! 

He was beſides a great œcono- 
miſt; for finding me maſter of 
a good hand, he occaſionally em- 
ployed me as his clerk ; which 1 
miſtaking for a mark of diſtinc- 
tion, at the ſame time deſirous of 
getting 'a little inſight into the 
law, almoſt wrote myſelf blind; 
but in the pride of my heart hap- 
pening to boaſt of it to a brother 
ſkip, he ſoon laughed me out of 


conceit of my new dignity. As 


to any improvement which I made 
in the law, it was juſt what might 


be expected from a perſon totally 
ignorant of grammar, poring over 


Latin and Greek books ! 
1 Among 
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Among the various characters 
which came to my maſter. for ad- 
vice, was a pretty ſmart girl, who 
had made an excurſion with her 
father's apprentice ; but unluckily 
the caſh not holding out to the 
end of the journey, the improvident 
couple ſtopped at Mancheſter, and 
ſhe was forced to return without 
any other credentials than that ſhe 
was fruitful; for while at home, ſhe 
had frequently ſlipped away from 
the maid for a more agreeable bed- 
fellow : which ſo exaſperated her 
father, that he not only denied 
her admittance, but at his death 
left to her other ſiſter, who, as is 
uſual in ſuch caſes, became her 
mortal enemy, - becauſe ſhe found 
it to be her intereſt, what it ſeems 
he had no right to diſpoſe of. 
The misfortune was, ſhe had no 
money ; but being poſſeſſed of 
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what was equivalent, Beauty, and 
withal not very ſcrupulous in 
diſpenſing it, as occaſion required; 
my maſter, in conſideration of 
ſolely enjoying it as often as he 
pleaſed, undertook her cauſe: in 
the mean while he placed her 
in genteel lodgings in the country, 
aſſigning her forty pounds a year 
for her maintenance. But with 
the jealouſy of what they call the 
prudent in intrigue, he never ſuf- 
fered me to' go near her, for 
fear that in the unaccountable 
whimſies of women both in and 
out of pregnancy, ſhe ſhould 
chance to have a fit of longing 
for my broad ſhoulders! Ano- 
ther of his fair clients was a lady 
of the firſt faſhion, who by being 
either too well or ill ſkilled in the 
arithmetic of quadtille, was fre- 
quently reproached with egregious 
blunders 
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blunders in caſting up the ac- 


counts of the game: ſhe always 
gave the red aces, and yet nobody 


ever had them. As to the polite 
inſinuations of her equals, ſhe on- 
ly anſwered them with a I pro- 
teſt, Madam, I gave them your la- 
dyſhip.” But a city lady, who, 
though ſhe had the vanity to play 
for large ſums, yet not being poſ- 
ſeſſed of the genteel indifferency of 
the great, could not bear to be fo 
chouſed without a good deal of 
muttering, almoſt directly charged 
her with witholding them: ! Do 
you think, Mrs. Hops, (ſaid the 
lady with great ſpirit, purpoſely 
miſtaking her name, to make her 
acquainted with her huſband's 
profeſſion) I have got your filthy 
red aces?” Then turning to an 
acquaintance, ſhe obſerved, ** That 
ſome people had the folly to play 


too 
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too high for their pockets, which, 
when they loſt, made them very 
impertinent; — but perhaps " 
lady's loſings (continued ſhe) a 

well as winnings, muſt all un- 
dergo an inſpection in the ledger,” 
This occaſioning a horſe-laugh, 
Mrs. Hops, who chanced to 
abound as much in the liberty of 
her purſe as her ladyſhip, with the 
pride of wealth that cares for no- 
body, toſſing up her head, re- 
« I am not certain you 


plied, 
And by way 


have not, Madam.” 


of retaliation, ſhe in her turn ob- 


ſerved, „ that it would not be 
much for the credit of ſome people, 
if certain matters vere entered in 
the ledger of honour - but for her 
part, ſhe thanked God no one could 
ever ſay ſhe had preferred her 


coachman to her huſband.” A 
violent 


x 
. 
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violent quarrel then enſued be- 
tween them, in which one ex- 
hauſted the Billingſgate of the eaſt; 
the other, of the weſt end of the 


town. This was the foundation 
of the lady's viſit, who came to en- 


quire whether people of her faſhion 
were to be infulted and abuſed 
by low-lived city dowdies, juſt 
emerged from a ſhop? She then 
enumerated every thing which 
Mrs. Hops had, or could have 
ſaid; but, with a very common 
partiality, forgot to mention the 
provocation which ſhe had given. 
My maſter, who always lent a pa- 
tient ear to the greateſt nonſenſe 
that was well paid for, ſcrewing 
up his face into a judicial fo- 
lemnity, by way of compliment 
to her rank, lamented that no 
exprels law had been made to pre- 
Vol. II. I {ſerve 
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ſerve. people of faſhion from ſuch 


inſults: then, muttering over the 
notes which he had taken, he diſ- 
covered a multitude of things 
which were very near actionable, but 
not quite: and, to add toher mortifi- 
cation, he informed her, that tho 
ſhe had been reproached twenty 
times with infidelity to her lord, 
yet as one vulgar term had not 
been made uſe of, the eccleſiaſti- 
cal court could give her no relief: 
and in concluſion, he lamented 
that my lord had not been a man 
of buſineſs; for in that caſe, 
ſaid he, upon being charged with 
not paying his debts, he would 
have had an excellent ground for 
an action. This, to be ſure, 
proved excellent conſolation to 
the lady, who, five golden fiſh the 


poorer, with Her pride a good deal 
morti- 
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mortified into the bargain, bounced . 


out of the room. 

I paſs by the multitudes that 
applied to my maſter, who, to 
make themſelves amends for the 
untowardneſs of fortune, claimed 
kin with thoſe that had been her 
favourites, but who being now 
dead, had it not in their power 
to keep their fooliſh relations 
from ruining themſelves in ſearch 
of wealth never intended them. 

Another that applied to my maſ- 
ter for advice was a methodiſt 
preacher: when Curate, his rector, 
it ſeems, had abruptly diſcharged 
him for preaching what he called 
Methodiſm; the other the Goſpel. 
The Curate is too curious a cha- 

raſter to be paſſed over in filence : 


he had received his education at 


Oxford, where he went through 
1. 2 bis 
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his academical ſtudies with good 
applauſe ; from whence, repairing 
to London, he enrolled himſelf 
among thoſe goſpel-drudges, town 
curates ; and as he doubted not 
but that his abilities would ſoon 
be taken notice .of, he was at the 
pains to compoſe his own ſer— 
mons. But though by the diſ- 
cerning part eſteemed a good 
preacher, he ſucceſſively loſt three 
lectureſhips; once by his antago- 
niſt's ſagacity in applying to the 
compaſſion of the married ladies; 
for, in his printed bill, he aſſured 


them his wife, for the ſeventh 


time, expected almoſt every hour 
to require their aſſiſtance. He had 
now preached for ſeveral years, 
without any other notice than 
ſometimes hearing, © Poor man, 


I pity him; what a ſhame it is 


that 


or A FOOTMAN., 1g; 
that the doctor ſhould have fo 
much, and he ſo little!“ At laſt, 
chagrined to think that he had 
preached the moſt excellent diſ- 
courſes with ſo little ſucceſs, he 
reſolved to try what the contrary 
would do; and by way of opening 
the farce, affected great ſeverity 
of manners, and ſeldom went into 
company but to communicate the 
ſame diſpoſition. In the firſt ſer- 
mon which he preached in the 
new way, he deplored the wick- 
edneſs of the age, at the fame time 
expreſſed great concern for the 
ſouls of his poor flock; from 
thence: took occaſion to abuſe his 
brethren, as blind guides, who by 
their heatheniſh doctrine crucified 
his dear Lord-afreſh. In fine, to 
the great ſatisfaction of the audi- 
ence to be ſure, he informed them 


2 that 
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that they were all in a fair way of 
being d—d. Certainly this could 
not be the moſt agreeable intelli- 
gence : however, they comforted 
themſelves with the thoughts that 
the man muſt be beſide himſelf : 
but by the third diſcourſe, as fa- 
naticiſm above all things is the 
moſt contagious, they began to 
diſcover what he wiſhed they 
ſhould that they were undone. 
Thus, being in poſſeſſion of their 
conſciences, he uſed the ſhort me- 
thod preſcribed by methodiſm to 
recover them; for by about theſixth 
ſermon, to their great joy, they 
found themſelves advanced to the 
higheſt degree of fanatical perfec- 
tion — aſſurance. Nothing was 
now heard but about their divine 
paſtor ; and to evince the\ſincerity 


of their regard, . by, their 
laviſh 
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laviſh entertainments to him, and 
the godly in his ſuite, would have 
ruined themſelves, but for the 
ſeaſonable interpoſition of an old 
rich fellow, who, not much ad- 
miring this new doctrine of a com- 
munity of goods, in revenge for 
having Dives and Lazarus (as he 
termed it) conſtantly thrown at 
him in the ſermons, diſpatched a 
letter to the rector at Bath, to make 
him acquainted with the wonder- 
ful change that had happened. 
The rector, who enjoyed prefer- 
ments to the value of a thouſand 
pounds a year, as the reader may 
ſuppoſe, was an enemy. to all in- 
novation, immediately returned to 
London, and diſmiſſed the curate, 
determined to have no ſuch ſaucy 
ſervant, who might chance to in- 
form even his maſter of his repro- 


14 bacy. 
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bacy. It was in vain that he appeal- 
ed to the Articles. It is the fate 
of tubſcriptions to be at variance 
with common ſenſe, and yet be as 
tenaciouſly defended by thoſe who 
only politically ſubſcribe, as it 
the very exiſtence of religion de- 
pended upon what only ſupports 
fanatics in their abſurd doctrine. 
The curate therefore was Torced 
to take refuge in one of the aſylums 
ſor poor perſecuted ſaints, the 
F—--—y. And what ſtill increaſed 
his mortification, my maſter could 
afford him no relief. No action, 
he ſaid, would he for being pre- 
vented from talking nonſenſe in 
another's church, 

The time now approached when 
my maſter was to go the circuit; 
during which he generally picked 
up money: enough (as he himſelf 

obſerved 
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obſerved to me) ſufficient to ſup- 
port the expence of intrigue for 
the whole year. The moſt re- 
markable cauſe he was retained in 
was an action brought againſt a 


virago of a woman, who, to the 


great terror of the neighbourhood, 
upon ordinary provocations, uſed 


to diſpenſe the law herſelf. The 


plaintiff, near fix feet high, of a 


moſt athletic make, chancing to 
expreſs his wiſhes that he was her 
huſband, (for by too free a uſe of 
her hands, ſhe had broke one good 


man's heart) by way of experi- 


menting his courage, the laid 


moſt unmercifully upon his pate. 


My maſter, who was bleſſed with 
a peculiar faculty in rounding dul- 
neſs, for want of ſomething better 


to ſay, infiſted a good deal upon 
the indelicacy of ladies having re- 
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courſe to forcible means of righting 
themſelves ; ; then, ſpoke moſt feel- 
ingly upon the ſtrength of ſome 
women : the, truth Was, being a 
perſon of but little imagination, 

what he lately felt he remembered; 
for his landlady, a jolly buxom 
dame, had tempted him to be im- 
pudent ; but it, not being every 
One's impudence that pleafed her, 
ſhe ſo laid her ſhoulder of mutton 
fiſt upon his pate, that in all ſimi- 
tar 8 he argued moſt patheti- 
cally. But at length the rejoinder 
came, when ridicule was. fo let 
looſe at him and his cauſe, as. quite 
counteracted all his ſolemn nonſenſe. 
An unlucky wit of a council, his 
opponent, adviſed, as the uſt and, 
natural puniſhment, that the par- 
ties ſhould change cloaths, and 
ſexes too, if polhble; ; the defen- 
| dant 
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dant to wear breeches for her maſ- 
culine manners ; the plaintiff to 
wear petticoats, to hide his effe- 
minacy, at the ſame time to ſcreen 


him from all future inſults. This 


pleaſantry put both judge and jury 
in ſo good a humour, that except- 
ing one poor juryman, who ſuffered 
too much from his wife to perceive 
the force of the wit, but who, 
however, was converted by the 
fear of loſing — his dinner; they 
were unanimous in diſmiſſing the 
ſuit, each fide to pay their own 
coſts. 

It is uſual for the gentlemen of 
the bar, at night, to endeavour to 
forget the fatigues of the day in 
the company of the complying 
fair. Indeed fo ſenſible are thoſe 
ladies of the neceſſity of their pre- 


lence, that they as regularly attend | 
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the circuit as the gentlemen them- 
ſelves. My maſter, a great volup- 


tuary in women, had a violent in- 


clination for a night” s lodging with 
the niece of his hoſteſs; but as 
his perſon was a little unfavour- 
able for the making a cheap bar- 
gain, he was ſorced to bid pretty 
high before he could get time and 
Slag fixed, when he was to take 
poſſeſſion of her charms : but as 
moſt young women prefer their 
humour to their intereſt, very un- 
luckily, for my, maſter, his witty 
opponent aſſailed her with the 
more irreſiſtible - arguments of a 
handſome perſon and good addreſs; 
in ſhort, as ſhe was not over much 
troubled with ſcruples of honour, 
ſhe reſolved to let this gentleman 
ſupply my maſter's place.—“ Old 
fellows, ſaid ſhe, ought to pay for 


their 


® +. 
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their preſumption,” (for ſhe had 
already pocketed the money.) 
At the appointed time my maſter 
gently tapped at the door, the 
concerted ſignal ; but the lady was 
too well engaged to make any an- 
{wer. This forced him to convey. 
his complaints through the key- 
hole; but the cruel fair-one con- 
tinuing {ſtill obdurate, as he was 
almoit periſhed with cold, he be- 
gan in a louder note to mix re- 
proaches with complaints: but as 
jew are ſo deaf as thoſe that are 
purpoſely fo, the girl's aunt hap- 
pening to hear a noiſe, jumped out 
of bed, and ran and ſeized my poor 
maſter, calling him vile ſeducer 
and betrayer, who wanted to rob 
her of the fruits of all the care 
and trouble ſhe had been at to in- 
tl virtuous ſentiments in her poor 

harmleſs 
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harmleſs lamb : but my maſter, 
who knew the world, quickly ex- 
plained matters to her ; and as ſhe 
had unveiled: charms ſufficient to 
inflame the imagination of an old 
letcher, by clapping a couple of 
guineas into her hand, to conſole 
him for the diſappointment, he 
was indulged with a ſhare of her 
bed, inſtead of the niece's. The 
caſe was this; — the aunt and the 
niece ſeldom agreed in the article 
of prudence; for while the former 
wiſhed to ſee her make a good 
market of her beauty, the latter, 
with the perverſeneſs of young 
women, generally beſtowed it gra- 
tis to thoſe ſhe liked. 

Beforewe left theplace, the judge 
(to mitigate theſeverityof thelaws, 
which ſcarce make any diſtinction 


in crimes) was pleaſed to reprieve 
all, 
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all, except one notorious. offender, 
who, to fix thoſe not ſteady in 
their principles, was forced to end 
his career at the gallows. 

We now reached the next 
county-town, when the gentle- 
men of the bar ſet themſelves in 
readineſs to pick the pockets of all 
who, though eminently ſkilled in 
the ſame ſcience themſelves, hire a 
brace of noiſy impudent fellows on 
each ſide, to entertain the court 
with whatever they or their family 
were guilty of in the . ridiculous 
and. abſurd. 

Trial by jury has ever been con- 
ſidered as the baſis of liberty: i 
the exulting thought of which, an. 
Engliſhman, though almoſt ſtarv- 
ing in a jail, at once pities and de- 
ſpiſes thoſe who are mean-fpirited 
enough to endure what he calls 
the 
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the fetters of ſlavery, where the 
will of the prince is ſuppoſed to 
interpret the laws; he forgets that, 

every nation being wedded to its 
own form of government, even a 
Frenchman, who pretends to un- 
derſtand the value of every thing, 
returns thanks to his 4on Dien, 
that he was not born in that, 

horrible country, where anarchy 
and confuſion is eſteemed liberty. 

A poor fellow with a large fa- 
mily, who through the dearneſs 
of proviſions had been tempted to 
make too free with a rich farmer's 
barn, was arraigned for ſtealing a 
buſhel of wheat. The jury, com- 
poſed chiefly of farmers, like moſt 
other people who are particularly 
affected by it, in a more than or- 
dinary manner felt the atrocity of 


the offence: for upon very doubt- 
a ful 
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ful evidence they were determined 


to bring him in guilty; but a 


doubt ariſing, (of great importance 
where the letter of the law 1s 
ſtrictly adhered to) whether forcing 


a wooden, were equivalent to 


forcing an iron bolt, the court 
was obliged to recur to autho- 
rities; and by the time this was 
ſolved, another of equal impor- 
tance was ſtarted concerning the 
quantity ſtolen ; in the indictment 


it was a buſhel, but the principal 


evidence, who was the ſufferer, in 


his zeal for honeſty, increaſed it 
to two, This repeated oppoſition 


made the jury (who, to inſure the 
priſoner the diſcipline of the colo- 
nies, reſolved to paſs over trifles) 
atmoſt frantic, The judge then, in 


what is called ſumming up the evi- 
dence, faid about as much in be- 


half 
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half of the priſoner as againſt 
him, ſo that it would have puzzled 
the court of Arcopagus, on which 
fide to incline; then by way of 
fixing their judgment he informed 
them of the different opinions of 
above ten eminent lawyers on the 
degree of evidence requiſite to 
condemn or acquit. It is not 
ealy to deſcribe the ridiculous 
confuſion of the poor jury, who 
in vain endeavoured to retain what 
would ' ſerve to corroborate their 
own private ſentiments ; the in- 
tricacies of law are ever too great 
to be. maſtered by plain common 
ſenſe. But juſt as they were go- 
ing to bring the priſoner in guilty, 
it was luckily diſcovered by his 
council, that inſtead of Richard 


he had been indicted by the name 
of Robert, This diſcharged him 
1 from 
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from all further apprehenſions, ex- 
cept from what may be termed 
the law of the gaoler, which 
from time immemorial has en- 
joyed the privilege ſo deſtructive 
(in the opinion of its patrons) to 
liberty —of having the ſame per- 
ſon both maker and interpreter. A 
gaoler being almoſt the only perſon 
of the kingdom who dares to 
detain a man, when the law has 
declared him free, till he com- 
plies with demands which at 
pleaſure he thinks proper to make. 
The judge, upon application for 
a new trial, exhauſted his whole 
ſtock of eloquence in compliments 
upon the clemency of the laws 
of England, which will not ſuffer 
a perſon to be tried twice for the 
lame offence, 
ns next trial was of the ridi- 
culous 
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culous kind. An old woman, tho' 
not the beſt natured, to preſerve the 
privilege of her ſex, had lent a ſpare 
tea - apparatus to her nieg hbour, 
which her huſband moſt brutually 
denied her to have of her own; but 
as there is no happineſs without 
an alloy, as ſhe was ſipping the 
firſt delicious cup, in company 
with two or three goſſips, whom 
ſhe had invited to partake of her 
happineſs, ſhe was ſurprized by 
her huſband, who (as country fel- 


_ lows uſe but little ceremony in 
their reſentments) moſt barba- 


rouſly broke the whole ; and to 
prevent for the . future all ſuch 
idle as well as expenſive jollity, 
he firſt turned the company out of 
doors, then gave his wife a ſound 
threſhing. This was affliction 
— affliction; but what gave her 

5 ſtill. 
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ſtill greater concern was, that the 
owner being made acquainted with 
the diſaſter (for what can be con- 
cealed from an old woman, whoſe 
whole happineſs depends upon her 
inquiſitiveneſs being gratified ?) as 
it perfectly ignorant of what had 
happened, made an immediate de- 
mand of her property. The poor 
woman frankly confeſſed the whole 
truth; and to appeaſe her rage, 
promiſed (as ſoon as unknown to 
her huſband ſhe could ſcrape to- 
gether money ſufficient, to repair 
the loſs.) This, inſtead of fatisfy- 
ing the virago, (who was too 
deeply concerned for her loſs to 
diſtinguiſh the proper objects of 
her vengeance) enraged her to that 
degree, that ſhe declared, unleſs 
the things were immediately re- 
ſtorcd (which ſhe knew was im- 


poſſible) 
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poſſible) the would have them 
out of her bones; a method the 
common people upon many cc- 
caſions have recourſe to of right- 
ing themſelves. This occaſioning 
a faucy anſwer, ſhe was as good 
as her word ; for in a few minutes 
teeth and nails had done their 
beſt; her antagoniſt's face was 
covered with blood and diſhevel- 
led locks. 

As the old woman was known to 
be worth a good deal of money, 
this pretence was made uſe of to 
pick her pocket; the indictment 
was expreſſed in moſt pompous 
words, charging the defendant 
with forcibly (though done to de- 
mand her own) entering the 
dwelling houſe of T. S. and in 
breach of the peace, with her 
hands and teeth giving her ſeveral 

terrible 
2 
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terrible wounds, to the great 
danger of her life. 

My maſter, who talked nonſenſe 
the moſt like ſenſe of any man 
living, dwelt largely on the danger 
of relapſing into a ſtate of nature, 
if ſuch outrages were not ex- 
emplarily puniſhed. And by the 
ſolemnity of his diſcourſe, one 
would have expected at leaſt, in- 
ſtead of a couple of matrons in 
defence of their property, (one of 
her tea-pot, the other of her bones) 
diſcharging their ire upon each 
others faces, to have heard of 
ſome outrageous mob, compoſed 
of ſeveral thouſands, in their zeal 
to reduce the price of flour, pul- 
ling down all the mills of the 
country! 

The oppoſite council, by way of 
contraſt to the ſolemn nonſenſe of 
amy 
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my maſter, attempted to enter- 
tain the court with his pleaſantry, 
though in ſome meaſure at the ex- 
pence of the party he was hired 
to defend. Inſiſting largely on the 
greatneſs of the provocation, he 
obſerved that every perſon has 
ſome object on which they place 
their affections; old maids (ſays 
he) who perhaps have wrought 
themſelves into a real diſlike of 
the men, are paſſionately fond of 
dogs, and cats, and parrots, and 
ſquirrels, whom they ſmother 
with careſſes. Old batchelors too, 
who, from the favourite nymphs 
preferring ſmart genteel fellows 
to their clumſy awkward figures, 
declare war againſt the whole ſex, 
have been known to have their par- 
tialities for a dirty night gown or 
grealy cap. Fine ladies, ſuperior 

to 


3. 
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to the attacks of the moſt ac- 


compliſhed men, are all weakneſs 


and infirmity when their poor 
hearts are aſſailed with the irreſiſt- 


able eloquence of a new ſet of 


china. In fine, he referred it to the 
conſideration of the court, whe- 
ther it were probable that the 


plaintiff, i ina trifling fray where a8 


much harm was received as done, 


had ſuſtained an equal injury with 


the defendant ? 


The jury, who were not to be di- 


verted from their intentions by ſuch 
arguments, gave the plaintiff ten 


pounds damages, with coſts. But 


ſuch is the rapacity of the law, that 


inſtead of being any ways bettered 


by gaining her ſuit, beſides leav- 
ing a long bill which was to be 
diſcharged by the fale of her cow, 

Vor. II. K ſhe 
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ſhe was forced to borrow money 
to carry her home. | 

The next cauſe that came on 
was for breach of contract. A 
gentleman of fortune, after having 
courted a young lady, whoſe por- 
tion confiſted chiefly in youth and 
beauty, with the common fickle- 
neſs of men, had thought proper 
to transfer his tegards to another. 
The 'poor deſerted maid defired 
no other compenſation than the 
return of her infidel lover. But 
her parents were of a different 
opinion; with a revenge dictat- 
ed by avarice they purſued his 
pockets. 

On theſe occaſions it is uſual 
to produce the ſwain's ſighs in 
writing. I muſt confeſs, that I 
have ſuch a reverence for this 
intercourſe of love, that it gave 

| me 
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me great pain to ſee it thus pro- 
faned. To be ſure, all the paſ- 
ſionate nonſenſe, which though to 
other people it excites mirth, 
by the tender ſuſceptible fair is 
received with as much joy as 
an ungracious rogue of a ſon 
feels, when, inſtead of reproaches 
for his extravagance, he receives 
large remittances from his father, 
with a letter full of ſolicitude 
for his welfare, was contained in 
theſe epiſtles. 

I think the lover had perjured 
himſelf ſeveral hundred times upon 
the article of never being able to 
behold any other woman a thou- 
ſandth part ſo handſome as his 
adorable angelic Sally ! for with 
no little trouble he had diveſted 
all Homer's goddeſſes of their 
charms, to make his miſtreſs what 

K 2 never 
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never was, out of his own brain, 
and never will be, but in ſome new 
loyer's. | 
Beſides theſe witneſſes, it was 
thought neceſſary to have the 
maid's corroborating teſtimony, 
who with a curioſity of girls, de- 
firous of knowing what was tranſ- 
ated between lovers, had made 
uſe of her eyes and ears. Well, 
what do you know of the matter, 
ſays the defendant's council ; was 
your young lady ſo doubtful of 
her lover's ſincerity, that ſhe made 
you witneſs of all the flattering 
things ſaid to her ?—But remem- 
ber you are upon your oath ; and 
that if you ſay any thing not ſtrict- 
ly true, we ſhall indi you for 
perjury.” The poor girl almoit 
frightened out of her wits, though 
ſhe could not tell for what, be- 


gan 
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gan to declare all ſhe knew, and 

more than ſhe intended That 
the lover upon being denied cer- 
tain liberties, which it feems he 
was very importunate to have 


granted, to remover the lady's 
fears, in the moſt folemn manner 
had promiſed her marriage.” © O 
that's all, (ſays the counſel) is at ? 
I believe, my lord, (addreffins; 
himſelf to the judge) there is 
ſcarce a perſon in the kingdom, 
however averſe to marriage, in the 
lover's circumſtances, but what, 
to render the fair one leſs coy, 
would give her this compenſa- 
tion for violated modeſty.” He 
then forced the poor wench to 
particulariſe thoſe liberties, which 
were not fit to be diſcloſed. The 
young lady was ſo abaſhed, that 
ſhe fainted ; which occaſioned 
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great confuſion in the court : but 
in the end 1t proved fortunate for 
her. For a young juryman, a 
ruling man, was ſo affected with 
the ſight of beauty in diſtreſs, that 
he prevailed on his brethren to 
give her a brace of hundreds more 
than they intended. 

The trial was ſcarce finiſhed 
when my maſter received inti- 
mation from a friend, who was 
council for the ſiſter of his miſ- 
treſs, that the parties being upon 
the point of compromiſing the 
ſuit, he muſt return immediately 
to town, if he wiſhed to be re- 
imburſed what he had expended. 
But alas! though we uſed the ut- 


moſt expedition, they had com- 
pleated the buſineſs before our 


arrival; and to increaſe his mor- 
tification, he heard further, that 
with 
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with a few hundreds in her 
pocket, his miſtreſs had married 
her old friend the apprentice, who 
in the chagrin of diſappointment 
had enliſted in the guards ! 
I had lived long enough with 


my maſter to deſpiſe him; with 


the vices of youth he was deſtitute 
of its virtues. He uſed too much 
economy for it to be worth my 
while to ſerve him, This, with 
an opinion that having filed off 
my ruſt in the city, as my old 
friend termed it, I was qualified 
for the meridian of St. James's, 
determined me to look out for a 
new place. My wiſhes were ſoon 
gratified. For a certain lady diſ- 
tinguiſhed as much by her high 
birth as by her coniciouſneſs of 
it, chanced to come to my maſ- 
ter to be put in the way how to 

K 4 recover 
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"recover that freedom which it 
ſeems her huſband had abridged 
her of: and while the diſſen- 
tient folios were conſulting, her 
ladyſhip's foorman and I talking 
over matters of equal import- 
ance, at leaſt to us, our maſters 
and miſtreſſes humours, I learnt 
that his maſter wanted a foot- 
man ; this encouraging me to 
make application, I was almoſt 
overcome with joy at my ſuc- 
ceſs. For beſides high wages, 
it was hinted to me by the 
houſe-ſteward, that his maſter's 
pleaſures made a ſervant's place 
exceeding profitable. I now bid 
adieu to the Temple, the ſeat of 
law and intrigue. 
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C.H A P. XVI. 


new maſter, the ſon of a 

citizen, who had acquired a 
vaſt fortune by trade, loved plea- 
ſure in every ſhape, as well as 
thoſe born in its circle. 


My maſter had received part. 


of his education in that abſurd 
ſchool for an Englithman, France; 


where he conceived ſo hearty a 


contempt for all but great people, 
on his return, that he might have 
as much of their company as poſ- 
ſible, he abjectly ſollicited a paltry 
place at court, of a few hundreds a 
year; this he obtained as ſome com- 


penſation for having ſurrendered his 


independency in the H. of C. to ſe- 
cure which had been his father's 


principal aim in the vaſt purchaſes 
K 5 which 


222 TEC ADVENTURES 
"recover that freedom which it 
'feems her huſband had abridged 
her of: and while the diſſen- 
tient folios were conſulting, her 
ladyſhip's footman and I talking 
over matters of equal import- 
ance, at leaſt to us, our maſters 
and miſtreſſes humours, I learnt 
that his maſter wanted a foot- 
man; this encouraging me to 
make application, I was almoſt 
overcome with joy at my ſuc- 
ceſs. For beſides high wages, 
it was hinted to me by the 
houſe-ſteward, that his maſter's 
pleaſures made a ſervant's place 
exceeding profitable. I now bid 
adieu to the Temple, the feat of 
Jaw and 1 intrigue. 
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Y new matiter, the ſon of a 

citizen, who had acquired a 
vaſt fortune by trade, loved plea- 
ſure in every ſhape, as well as 
thoſe born in its circle. 


My maſter had received part. 


of his education in that abſurd 
ſchool for an Engliſhman, France; 


where he conceived ſo hearty a 


contempt for all but great people, 
on his return, that he might have 
as much of their company as poſ- 
ſible, he abjeRly ſollicited a paltry 
place at court, of a few hundreds a 
year; this he obtained as ſome com- 
penſation for having ſurrendered his 
independency in the H. of C. to ſe- 
cure which had been his fathec's 
principal aim in the vaſt purchaſes 

K 5 which 
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whichhe made in and near a certain 
borough: for, in the true ſpirit of 
French folly, he thought it the 
higheſt diſgrace to a nation, for 
the prince not to be able to become 
the aſſaſſin and robber of his peo- 
ple, if he ſhould chance to take 
delight in ſuch royal exerciſes. 

Beſides theſe enlarged notions, 
he had imbibed others equally li- 
beral ; ſuch as that no one having 
an excluſive right to a handſome 
wife, (the zgly being out of the 
queſtion) adultery was nothing 
more than an aſſertion of that na- 
tural liberty, which the barbariſm 
of jealouſy had deprived the world 
af; and that the wives and daugh- 
ters of all who kept public houſes 
being whores by profeſſion, it was 
ſo far from an affront for GENn- 


TLEMEN to beg of them to diſ- 
penſe 


* 
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penſe with the rules of chaſtity 3 in 
their favour, that they ought to 
eſteem it a fingular honour. 

Thus accompliſhed, on his re- 
turn to England, to prevent re- 
lapſing into a plain Engliſh gen- 
tleman, content with the ſatisfac- 
tion which (in marriage) ariſes 
from mutual confidence, he took 
into his ſervice a French valet, 
who, in attempting to initiate a 
young Cantabrigienſis in the myſ- 
teries, of gallantry at Paris, had 
lately. procured him the honour of 
being run through the body by 
the lady's huſband, who, by her 
defire, called the young ſtranger 
to account, not for the favours he 
had received from his wife, but 
for his indifcreet babbling of them 
over his cups. 


This Frenchman was 0 that 


K 6 happy 
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happy teziiper which ſo admirably 
qualifies his countrymen to live in 
the ſervice of the great ; for tho' 
the moſt arbitrary fellow living, 
among his equals, yet in the pre- 
ſence of his ſuperiors, he had fo 
perfect a command over himſelf, 
that the moment my maſter pro- 
poſed any baſe ſcheme to him, 
he immediately engaged in it. In 
ſhort, he conſidered the vices 
of the great as facred; but, as 
it often happens in great villainy, 
he made great pretences to reli- 
gion; that is to ſay, by treating 
thoſe fools and knaves in 9855 
Romiſh church, whom policy ca 
nonized, with great reſpect; and 
dy confeſſing his rogueries once a 
month, he imagined he ſuthciently 
atoned for them. © 

1 Was whimſical to lie. A 
85 | fellow 
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fellow make a point of religion 


in abſtaining from eating fleſh, at 


the very time that, to gratify ano- 


ther's vices, he broke all the laws 
of faith and honour. O virtue, 


how art thou neglected for the 


gewgaws of folly ! — Such is the 


character of Monſieur, as we call 


him. But to return tomy maſter— 
The reader muſt know that he had 
married my lady, the ſiſter of an earl, 
merely that by his new connec- 
tions his original, a moſt morti- 


fying circumſtance, might be for- 


got, and at the ſame time procure 
him admittance into the beſt fami- 
lies; too many of which, after 
having ſpent their fortunes upon 
ſtrumpets, and at the gaming- 
table, are forced to wear the li- 
very of ſervitude at court, and as 
obſequiouſly attend the nod of a 
prime- 
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prime-miniſter as their own do- 

meſtics do theirs. | 
My maſter, though a great. gal- 
lant, yet contrary to the cuſtom 
of the real great, and thoſe who 
affect to be thought ſo, in making 
their amours as expenſive as poſ- 
üble, confined his to ſervant- 
wenches, chairmens daughters, 
&c. (He inherited the frugality 
of a plain tradeſman, without its 
uſual concomitants, temperance 
and ſobriety ;) being content to 
enjoy intrigue in private, without 
the leaſt inclination to publiſh his 
folly in rattling through the ſtreets 
with a ſtrumpet, which the ca- 
price of the lover has juſt raiſed 
from ſifting cinders. My lady's 
woman, a pretty girl of about 
eighteen, a tenant's daughter, was 
of that ſoft languiſhing diſpoſition 
which 
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which expoſes young women to 
be eaſily betrayed : beſides, as 
every Frenchman's diſcourſe has 
conſtantly relation to the propa- 
gation of the ſpecies, Monſieur's 
double entendres, a kind of refined 
bawdry, like the forbidden fruit, 
had diſcovered too much. From 
at firſt bluſhing at his looſe non- 
ſenſe, I could obſerve ſhe be- 
gan to ſmile. The moment a 
young woman liſtens to looſe diſ- 
courſe, ſhe is in danger. Her lady, 
from continual contradiction, was 
grown ſo peevith of late, that in 
indulging the frowardneſs of her 
ſex, ſhe haſtened the poor girl's 
ruin: for, being debarred the 
pleaſure of ſtaying at routs be- 
yond one o'clock, except when 
attended by my maſter, in revenge, 
ſhe uſed to lie in bed till dinner- 
time, for this ſole reaſon, that her 

huſband 
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huſband was an carly riſer, and 
loved it in his wife. At twelve 
the girl brought her chocolate, 
by which time ſhe was generally 
grown ſo heartily tired of her bed, 
that ſhe ſeldom diſmiſſed her with- 
out a good ſcolding. 

People out of humour ſeldom 
want occaſion to vent their ſpleen. 
It was on the girl's return from 
this attendance that my maſter 
met, or rather waited for her, 
with deſign only to ſteal a few 
kiſſes; and obſerving tears in her 
eyes, moſt obligingly enquired the 
cauſe. The'girl, (who only wanted 
ſomebody to join with her in 
heartily abuſing her miſtreſs, 
which, on hearing the cauſe of 
her grief, he very readily did) in 
gratifying a childiſh - reſentment, 
ſhe expended. her whole ſtock of 

re- 
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reputation. But however pleaſant 
this new mode of revenge might 
be for the preſent, ſhe quickly 
became ſenſible at what a price it 
had been indulgcd : ſor in about 
three months the houſekeeper ob- 
ſerving her to be ill, under pre- 
tence of over much concern for 


her, with a My dear child,” 
wheedled her out 1 the fatal 
ſecret. The conſequence was, 
that being a moſt affectionate mo- 
ther, to make way for her own 
daughter, who wanted ſuch a good 
place, ſhe diſcloſed the whole to 
my lady, who, to do her juſtice, 


with the indifference of a fine lady, 


made no other uſe of the diſcovery 
than to reinſtate herſelf in ſore of 
her loſt privileges. 

My maſter, a great inconſtant 
in his amours, as ſoon as he heard 


of 
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of the girl's condition, gave full 
power to Monſieur to negotiate 
with any one he thought likely 
to marry her: the reward for fo 
much condeſcenſion, to be ſet up 
in a little pot-houſe. For this 
honour Monſieur was pleaſed to 
fingle me out; whether, from ob- 
ſerving my thriftineſs, he thought 
me capable of doing any thing for 

money; or, by my ſimplicity, 

eaſily impoſed upon: however that 

be, under pretence of aſking me 
to drink a bottle of wine with 

him, he began :—*<* So, ſo, (ſays 

he, laughing) you too have been 
dabbling with this girl, I find ; for 
ſhe declares ſhe'll never marry any 
but you... This comes of ſo much 
ſanctity; I always thought where 
your canting would end. But let 
me tell you, Will, you might have 
played 
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played theſepranksa thouſandtimes 
without being once ſo lucky; for 
my maſter, fancying himſelf tohave 
been the ſole poſſeſſor of her charms, 
propoſes to give a hundred pounds 
to any one that will marry her. 


But ſhould it once come to his 


knowledge, that you too have been 
a favourite, without doubt he 
will force her to ſwear the child, 
and then what will become of you?” 
*« You are very merry, Monſieur, 
ſays I, ſo aſtoniſhed at his im- 
pudence, that I hardly believed 
him ſerious : but I ſolemnly pro- 
teſt myſelf to be perfectly inno- 
cent. Though I have been wick- 
ed enough among women, God 
forbid that it ſhould ever have 
come into my thoughts to ſe- 
duce ſo young a creature. Come, 
come, ſays he, none of your ſham 

goodneſs ; 
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— 


goodneſs ; be free, and conſider 


me as your friend. Why you 
-an't ſuch a ſniveling fool as ty 
think there's any crime in con- 
tributing, either in or out of ma- 
trimony, a pair of broad ſhoulder: 
towards making a fine brat.” 


« Upon my honour, (replied J,) ! 


never had the leaſt connection with 
the girl; and therefore am reſolved 


not to accept of ſo vile an offer— 
But fince you talk fo lightly, do 
you think fornication to be no 
fin? What fays the apoſtle Paul 


-— Whoremongers and“ Sin in- 


deed! (interrupted he with a 


horſe laugh) But you Heretics 
have the ſtrangeſt notions ! By 
pretending to interpret Scripture 


-yourſelves, you raiſe fach bug- 
bears, as either deprive you of 


the pleaſures of life, or elſe, if 


enjoyed, 
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enjoyed, perpetually haunt you 
with dreadful apprehenſions of 
the conſequences. But ſeriouſly, 
Is it your fooliſh reſolution not 
to marry the girl?“ © Moſt cer- 
_ tainly, replied I; and as fooliſh 
as it is, I ſhould be glad to hear 
your confeſſor, either upon the 
principles of reaſon or religion, 
defend the contrary.” Poor ſoul ! 
(ſays he, with a ſcornful ſneer) 
you diſpute with father Ignatius! 
But I have liſtened too long to 
your nonſenſe.” — He then left 
me, and more ſucceſsfully made 
the ſame propoſals to the under 
butler, who not being over deli- 
cate, accepted the offer. In a 
few days he married the girl. 
This buſineſs compleated, Mon- 
ſieur, who pretended great con- 
cern for my foul, though on all 


occaſions 
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occaſions he did me ill turns, 
procured me an interview with 
his confeſſor, a Jeſuit ; a jolly 
handſome man, who loved his 
eaſe and good cating too well to 
be qualified for the perils and 
ſelf-denial of miſſions. He was 
ſaid to be ſo well acquainted with 
mademoiſelle's frailty (governeſs 
to my lady's daughter) as to have 
but little occaſion for a verbal 
confeſſion. Yet ſo zealous was 
mademoiſelle in her religion, that 
ſhe once hazarded the loſs of an 
exceeding good place by perſiſting 
to go to make confeſſion to the 
good man, of what in a great 
meaſure he was already acquaint- 
ed with—that ſhe was a ſtrumpet. 
The confeſſor received me with 
great politeneſs : but for my part, 
the Diſſenters had raiſed ſuch 
a horror 
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a horror in me of idolatry and its 
prieſts, that for fear that ſome 
judgment ſhould immediately be- 
fall me, I could ſcarcely behave 
civil to him. © Young man, (ſays 


he to me,) I have heard that you 


have had an education much above 
your ſtation ; if I can be of any 
ſervice to you, 1 ſhall be glad to 
aſſiſt you in your ſtudies. Have 


you read Bellarmine and Fiſher ?” 


„No, fir, replied I; did they write 
about baptiſm and grace, and the 
covenants ? But I have read Gale, 
and Stennett, and Gill, with great 
profit.” —Here he could not help 
ſmiling. 1 thought, cried he, 
you had not read holy Bellarmine 
and Fiſher ! The Heretics know 
too well that conviction would 
ſtare them in the face if they but 
looked into theſe hooks. But the 


writers 
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writers you mention wete fana- 
tics; ſcholars think it beneath 
them to give ſuch paltry ſcribblers 
a reading.” © Paltry, do you call 
them, * replied I, I don't know 
what idea you may have of 
ſcholars; but for my part I am 
ſure that next to the Scriptures, 
they contain the moſt of ſaving 
knowledge of any books I ever 
read? But what think you of 
Burnet on the Reformation?“ “O 
I am grieved for you, ſays he. 
You read the Scriptures! As to 
Burnet, he was a prejudiced Here- 
tic, that undertook the defence 
of the worſt of criminals, —thoſe 
that the church cut off. But 1 
beſeech you return to the boſom 
of the church. Why I am of 
the church (replied J,) of Chriſt.” 
This occaſioned a good deal of 


diſpute 


_ 
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diſpute on the ſignification of the 
word Church; he inſiſted, that it 
compriſed the Pope, biſhops, 
monks, and friars, maſſes, and 
proceſſions, great toes, and tooths, 
of ſaints: I, that a number of 
Chriſtians aſſembled to worſhip 
God in their own way, compoſed 
a church. I threw Greek at him; 
he the authority of the church at 
me. © Well (faid he, in great emo- 
tion) I ſee you are reſolved to 
continue in your error. It is a 
moſt difficult thing to convert a 
Heretic in England.” God be 
praiſed it is, Maſter Peter, (re- 
plied I) you can't heat youf tongs 
in this land of liberty.” © Liberty 
do you call it, (cried he,) the 
powerof damningyourſelves. Well, 
III offer up my prayers for you 
to holy Ignatius.“ Pray, (ſays 
Vor. II. L J.) 


240 Tux ADVENTURES 
I.) don't let me be the cauſe of 
increaſing your. idolatry.” Then 
with the uſual charity of religious 
diſputants, we conſigned each 
other over to Satan, not as what 
we really, wiſhed, but with the 
authority of perſons really poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuch a power. Thus 
ended this famous conference ; 
Monſieur greatly aſtoniſhed at my 
obſtinacy in refuſing to be con- 
vinced, I at his folly in ſuppoſing 
ſuch arguments capable of it. 

My lady fancied, that from my 
maſter's late infidelity, ſhe had free 
permiſſion to do as ſhe pleaſed; 
and by way of taſting her new-ac- 
quired power, ſtayed out all night. 
But as my maſter thought the 
lofing of his authority too great a 
price for his late fault, he gave 
me (who during the ſickneſs of 

Wt the 
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the porter ſupplied his place) ex- 
preſs orders on my lady's return 
to refuſe her admittance ; which 
I accordingly did. This conſider- 
ing as the higheſt indignity, with 
the grief and rage of a woman of 
faſhion, that fancies her rank to 
entitle her to do whatever ſhe 
pleaſes, ſhe inſtantly flew to her 
brother, my Lord Lackland, who 
having a moſt fincere affection 
for his ſiſter, and being with- 
al a man of real courage, ſoon 
waited upon my maſter, and re- 
ſolutely demanded the fatisfac- 
tion which is received either from 
the mouth of a piſtol or the point 
of a ſword. My poor maſter, who 
was a hero no farther than words 
go, would have given the world 
to have been able to anſwer the 
challenge, but fight he could not : 

| L 2 the 
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the courage of his anceſtors had 
been confined to ſometimes cheat- 
ing government of its duties. But 
the meanſpirited have always a 
reſource, He pretended in the 
moſt abject manner that the in- 
ſult had been offered without his 
knowledge; and to prove the ſin- 
cerity of his declarations, immedi- 
ately diſcharged me, as the offend- 
ing party. 

Once more at liberty, and 
heartily ſick of an employment, 
where caprice governs almoſt every 
thing, to render myſelf as inde- 
pendent of fortune as poſiible, I 
was actually negotiating the pur- 
chaſe of a little place, when by 
accident meeting with a country- 
man, I learnt that my father was 
dead, and that my mother was re- 


guced to great diſtreſs, I muſt con- 
fels 
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feſs Inever received fo greata ſhock 
before ; and what heightened my 
affliction was, the thought that I 
had been ſomewhat remiſs in my 
duty: for at my firſt coming to 
London, in ſending a ſmall token 
of my regard to my parents, I had 
made them acquainted with the 
place of my reſidence. But I had 
ſoon cauſe to repent of it; for the 
moment they found me ſettled in 
London, I was ſo peſtered with 
applications to get my brothers 
_ andfiſters good places (which they 
were as totally unfit for, as 
difficult to be procured) that to 
prevent all teazing of this kind for 
the future, ſo troubleſome to me, 
as well as uſclefs to them, I ever 
after concealed where I lived. 

This news occaſioned me to 
poſtpone my defign; I reſolved 
| L 3 upon 
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upon a viſit to my poor afflicted 
mother. For my converſation with 
the world, though pretty large, had 
not diveſted me of filial affection; 
upon proper occaſions I ſtill could 


feel as.a fon and a man, though no 


longer, (as in my ruſtic ſtate) fo 
unhappy as to make every one's 
diſtreſs my own. Accordingly I 
took a place in the fly : and with- 
out meeting any thing very in- 
tereſting on the, road, was made 
happy by an interview with my 


mother and the reſt of the family: 


the joy which I felt on the occa- 
ſion, was ſuch as I believe I ſhall 
never experience again, though. it 


Was with much difficulty that I 


could prevail on my brothers and 


ſiſters to approach me with the 


familiarity of an equal, inſtead of 


the * uſually paid to the 
ſquire 
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'{quire and parſon. What greatly 
heightened my mother's joy was 
to ſee me return a gentleman ; for 
with country -people fine cloaths 
and plenty of money make up 
the whole of that idea. I bought 
her a cow, and by this and other 
kindneſſes in a great meaſure alle- 
viated the loſs of my father. 
When her gentleman-ſon had 
been ſufficiently ſhewn, and the cu- 
rioſity of thevillage amply gratified, 
diſappointed in my expectations, 
by way of paſſing away my time, 
I reſolved to pay a viſit ' to my old 
maſter and miſtreſſes, for full of 
the images which had ſo delighted 
me when a boy, I expected plea- 
ſures more than human from re- 


viſiting my native place: But I 


was miſerably deceived, this Ar- 
L 4 cadia 
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cadia of my youth was nothing 
more than a dirty village, ſituated 
in an unwholeſome flat; the inha- 
bitants as wretched and as worth- 
Jeſs as can be conceived. My 
once agreeable play-fellows ſome 
turned ſmugglers, and ſo ſuſpicious 
of a genteel ſtranger, as if armed 
with the terrors of the Exchequer, 
that ſeveral bolted the doors in 
my face; others, huſbandmen, 
ſullen from having, contrary to 
their ſanguine expectations in ma- 
trimony, met with miſery j and 
want, inſtead of happinats -and 
plenty. One in particular, by way 
of being wonderfully witty, aſked 
ane whether 1 was not afraid that 
my maſter in my abſence would 
want his fine cloaths? An old 
woman alone, who from my great 
aſſiduity 
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aſſiduity in chopping her wood, 
and fetching ſnuff for her from 
the ſhop ; and withal very apt to 
take my learning without much 
waſte of the birch, received me 
with the higheſt joy, happy no 
doubt, to ſee her frequent pro- 
phecies—of my one day becom- 
ing a great man—verified ! The 
firſt that I viſited was the. niece 
of the Antiquarian lady, PRETTY 
Miss, as I have called her, who 
by the death of her aunt was 
become poſſeſſed of ſeveral hun- 
dred pounds a year. Her aunt 
it ſeems, in her zeal to imitate 
the ancient ſages in the ſimplicity 
df their food, had taken it into 
her head, by way of refining her 
updlerſtanding, from living well, 
to ſtärve upon beans and bread, 
ane 00792 f/, which 
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which Diogenes fed ſo luxuriouſly 
upon. The conſequences of this 
whim were moſt melancholy : by 
to ſudden a change ſhe was firſt 
deprived of her underſtanding, 
then life. 

I was received with great po- 
liteneſs by the lady, who at firſt 
miſtook me for a relation of her 
aunt's ; but upon my. making my- 
ſelf known, ſhe bluſhed, and 
ſeemed in a good deal of confu- 
ſton ; and to avoid the recital of 
- former ridiculous occurrences, en- 
quired the particulars of my life 
after I left Oxford: For, ſays 
ſhe, Mr. * * ** (the young 
gentleman I firſt attended to Ox- 
ford) has often ſpoke of you much 
to your honqur.” She then in- 
formed me, that his father having 


died before he could accompliſh 
the 
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the projected match between his 
ſon and the rich citizen's daughter, 
the young gentleman had moſt ho- 
nourably fulfilled his engagement 
with the clergyman's daughter ; 
and that they now lived at the fa- 
muly ſeat, mel and admired * 
all.“ 

This information gave me a 
double pleaſure; a perſon muſt 
have no feeling that does not re- 
Joice at the ſucceſs of amiable 
lovers. At the ſame time I 
was overjoyed to find that fame 
had not been as active in pub- 
liſhing my follies, as what was 
commendable ; for at the firſt 
mention of Oxford, the colour 
came in my cheeks. 

I now attempted to dreſs up 
a mighty pretty ſort of tale, that 
th me much honour ; all my ſuf- 
| ferings 
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ferings proceeded from an invio- 
luable attachment to the intereſts 
of my young miſtreſſes and love: 
for I had often found that treating 
that ſacred ſubject with too much 
levity, had been of great preju- 
dice to me with the women, 
who are always offended at the 
leaſt attempt to e g from its 
importance. | 
Which ended, obſerving the 
lady a good deal embarraſſed, I 
took my leave, but firſt received 
a very obliging invitation to dine 
with her on a certain day. 
Though I was very well pleaſed 
with my reception, yet J was ſa 
ſingularly modeſt, or rather ſo 
exceedingly dull, as not to con- 
ſider the invitation as a mark of 
her partiality for me, but only 
of great condeſcenſion; and, 1 
| 2 | verily 
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verily believe, ſhould have made 
twenty viſits without once daring 
to addreſs her but with the de- 
ference of an inferior, unleſs for 
the kind information of the old 
cook, who, on my ſecond viſit, 
very obligingly made me ac-— 
quainted with her miſtreſs's fa- 
vourable ſentiments concerning 
me. Mr. William, (ſays ſhe, 
laughing, following me to the 
ſtairs as I left the kitchen) what 
if you were to repeat the 
ſame ſtory to my miſtreſs that 
you once did in the arbour? 1 
dare ſay ſhe would liſten to it 
with the ſame attention — But 1 
haye ſaid too much; my miſtreſs, 
if ſhe knew the liberty I have 
taken, would never forgive me. 
This hint was ſufficient; I was 
one of thofe ſagacious perſons ' 
that : 
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that could comprehend what the 
moſt errant blockhead was inca- 
pable of miſtaking. The truth 
was, the old cook, though a very 
good ſort of woman, as before 
ſhe had only aſſumed the cha- 
racter of ngenuouſneſs to pleaſe 


her old miſtreſs, ſo to oblige a 
younger one, ſhe now very rea- 


dily performed the natural one 
of her ſex—innocent artifice. I 
now found the lady entirely di- 
veſted of the reſerve which at my 


firſt viſit ſhe affumed. This en- 


couraged me to mention ſeveral 


circumſtances connected with our 
former paſſion; at which ſhe ſeem- 


ed greatly pleaſed, declaring that 
it was by far the happieſt. part of 
her life. In ſhort, we talked ſo 
long of former pleaſing ſcenes, 


that we inſenſibly renewed a paſ- 


fion 
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fon connected with them. In ſuch 
a ſituation, few words are requi- 
ſite for lovers to come to an ex- 
planation.. I was moſt diffuſe in 
my _panegyrics on diſintereſted 
love; but at the ſame time la- 
mented the want of fortune to 
evince my fincerity. This pro- 
duced the anſwer I wiſhed; That 
for her part ſhe ſhould eſteem it as 
the luckieſt circumſtance of her 
life to be able to reward merit, 
and that ſhe had no doubt but that 
great part of her ſex entertained 
the ſame ſentiments.” I then made 
my addreſſes in form, which ſhe 
received ſo well, that with the ge- 
neroſity of the ſex, who, when 
independent, almoſt always make 
choice of the man they love, in 
due time ſhe promiſed to make me 


the happieſt of men, 
But 
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But unallayed happineſs is not 


the portion of humanity; the an- 
cients were ſo ſenſible of it, that 
to account for the variable con- 
dition of man, they ſet up the 
goddeſs Nemeſis, who was ſup- 
poſed to chequer every thing with 
ill. My frequent viſits to the la- 
dy ſoon proclaimed the cauſe of 
them; which coming to the know- 
ledge of an aunt, who knew how 
to give the moſt diſintereſted ap- 
pearances to the moſt intereſted 
purpoſes, immediately paid a viſit 
to her niece, and by her artful 
manner of firſt applauding her ge- 
nerous deſign of marrying the man 
| the loved, then filling her head 
with idle apprehenſions, that in 
a ſtranger ſhe might poſſibly meet 
with a highwayman or thief flown 
from juſtice, raiſed ſuch doubts in 

her, 


or A FOOTMAN, 2g; 


her, as, upon my waiting on her, 
to occaſion a viſible coolneſs in 
her behaviour. 

As I was conſcious of not hav- 
ing the leaſt merited this change in 
her behaviour, and withal poſſeſſed 
of no ſmall ſhare of pride, I re- 
ſolved” to come to an explanation 


at once, In taking. my leave, I 


told her, that as I found my com- 
pany not ſo agreeable as formerly, 
I ſhould not trouble her with any 
more viſits. 'This had a great ef- 
fect upon her; ſhe frankly con- 
feſſed the cauſe that had occaſioned 
her coolneſs, but at the ſame time 
declared, that by my behaviour ſhe 
was now convinced that the inſi- 
nuations were moſt unjuſt; and, 
(ſhall I call it with the weakneſs, 
or fondneſs, of the ſex?)'to prove 
the ſincerity of her declarations, 

| gave 
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gave up the author that had attempt- 
ed to traduce me. From this time 
ſhe treated her aunt with ſo much 
neglect, and me with fo much 
complaiſance, that the old lady, 
fruſtrated in her deſign, quickly 
left the houſe. But to put it out 
of the power of intereſted malice 
to prejudice my happineſs and for- 
tune in the like manner again, I 
prevailed on the lady to marry me 
in a few days. 

Matrimony generally puts an 
end to every man's rambles ; but 
expoſed as I had been to the buf- 
fets of fortune, I muſt have been 
a ſot indeed, to have been inſen- 
fible to the pleaſures of domeſtic 
rural life, in affluence and eaſe. 

I muſt now take my leave of 
the reader; matrimony, they ſay, 
contracts a man's acquaintance. 
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He is commonly ſufficiently ſa- 
tisfied with the happineſs to be 
met with at home, not to trouble 
himſelf with going abroad in ſearch 
of it. 

As I have, in the courſe of 
theſe pages, (which were wrote in 
the time of my ignorance) ſome- 
times treated the ladies with 
great ſeverity, I here make a re- 
cantation of my error, and aſſure 
my fair readers, that I now enter- 
tain fo high an opinion of the ſex, 
that (which is the teſt of a moſt 
ſincere converſion, as well as of a 
good huſband) I let my wife do 
whatever ſhe pleaſes. 
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